Pope Saint Pius X
A Country Priest
Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto, known as Bepi,
was born at Riese on June 2, 1835. The father,
Giovanni Battista Sarto was forty years old in 1833
when he married Margherita Sanson. She was a
young woman of 20 who was industrious, serious
and cared little for compliments. She cared only for
the Ten Commandments. She bore and nursed ten
children, two of whom died in infancy. Bepi was
the second of the children and was guided by his
father. His father worked all day sweeping the
town hall, carrying messages, keeping the offices in
order, plowing, pruning and hoeing and all for fifteen lire a month—fifty pennies a day—plus the
revenue of three plots of ground. The family was
rather poor, however, they were very rich in
religious faith.
The home was like a little Church, and the
heart and center of it was the mother. Bepi was
trained by his mother who, in addition to keeping
house and caring for her family, worked as a
seamstress to augment her husband's small wages
and was resolute and determined in the face of difficulties. Bepi was robust and cheerful, simple of
heart, alert of mind. He resembled his mother and
more than she, he was fiery, industrious, and at the
same time burning with a divine eagerness for
sacred things, so that from the time he was a little
boy he looked upon the Church as the house of
God and upon his home as the church of man, his
brother.
Bepi spoke well in his picturesque dialect.
With his affectionate ways, he was a favorite
among his classmates; and if he did not win them
over one way, he did it another. Impetuous, he was
glad, if the whim seized him, to settle things with
his fists. His friendliness and his muscles, made
him a leader among his playmates: they loved him.

An attraction for religion and a taste for study
made clear his vocation: he confessed to his parents
that he would like to become a priest.
When he was eleven, Bepi made his First Holy
Communion. In those days children made their
First Communion after the age of ten, sometimes
after the age of twelve or even fifteen. Pope Pius
was destined to make some changes in this matter.
The curate of Riese, Don Tito Fusarini, gave
help and advice, and it was decided Bepi should
begin his studies at the junior seminary of
Casteifranco. Bepi would make this journey daily
on foot. The dignity of the priesthood filled him
with such a desire, that to attain it even in the bitterest days of winter he did not feel the discomfort
of this long daily walk. All this walking hardened
his legs, but, more important, tempered his will and
gave his life that manner of moving—humble yet
direct, resolute yet persuasive, tireless yet determined at any cost to achieve his purpose.
In the scholastic year 1849-1850, the fourth
and last year of his course at college, he took his examinations at the diocesan seminary of Treviso. He
came out first in a group of forty-three candidates,
winning the highest mark—eminente—in every
subject from religion to mathematics.
In order for Bepi to continue with his studies,
Don Tito obtained for him a scholarship in the
Tours Campion College of the Seminary of Padua.
When the reply of the free scholarship arrived at
Riese, Don Tito, Giuseppe and all concerned were
overjoyed.
Written in the reply from the curate were these
words: "On your knees, Bepi, and thank Our Lord
Who certainly has plans for you. Soon you will
enter the Seminary of Padua and you too, like me,
will be a priest."
In September, in the village church, Don Tito
invested Bepi with the priestly cassock, and he
became "abatino "(little abbot), and his mother,
with tears of joy in her eyes was filled with
reverence for her child now wearing the sacred
garb.

Giuseppe Sarto, Seminarian
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In November, Giuseppe went to Padua and
entered the seminary founded by the saintly Cardinal Gregorio Babarigo. Sarto was presented to
the rector of the seminary by Vicar Capitular who
expressed hope that he might become a good priest.
Sarto quickly felt at home. He could wish for
nothing more than Chapel, classes, companions
and an ordered life. He set to work with eagerness
and zeal.
His ideas of religious truth deepened, but more
than that his spirit of religion. He lived the faith
with increasing concentration and worked hard at
languages, classics, natural sciences and history.
He was rated by his professors as blameless in conduct, of superior intelligence and excellent
memory. He mastered Greek and Latin and a good
knowledge of Italian literature and soon became
proficient in philosophy, showing a particular
capacity for thinking and reasoning. All of this intellectual training fed his spirit. Although he was
completely dominated by the idea of
religion—dominated by God—he knew well, even
in those student days, how to use the fruits of
reason and profane learning in the service of the
faith, in the service of mankind.
In 1854 Giuseppe began his four years of
theology at Padua. As he had led the class in
classics and philosophy he again led all the
seminarians in theology. In the theological studies
he found gratification. Following the paths of St.
Thomas Aquinas he became a devoted and convinced admirer.
He loved the Church, the Mystical Christ, the
maternal authority, by which is prolonged among
men the mediation of salvation.
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He received his Sacred Orders with tears in his
eyes, at Treviso, his diocese: subdiaconate,
September 19, 1857; diaconate, February 27, 1858.
He was a slender young man, made thin by study
and self-denial, but vigorous and well knit, with a
countenance that, formed in rustic severity and the
asperity of a fruit not yet ripened, showed the lines
of pure beauty, with deep eyes, under bushy brows,
and a wide forehead crowned with naturally curly
hair, usually disarranged. His eyes were radiant
with intelligence and goodness.
He was not yet twenty-four years old when on
September 18, 1858, with a papal dispensation,
since he lacked eight months of the required age, he
was ordained to the priesthood in the Church of
Casteifrance. The following day he offered his first
Mass at Riese. Standing there at the altar, the
youth, in his innocence and with his intelligence,
was a fitting symbol of the Catholic priesthood in
mons, replete with thought and sound in doctrine,
its eternal spring.
which kindled the simple, direct faith of his congregation. He hoped by his words to arouse them,
as they were too pre-occupied with buying and selling,too materialistically engrossed in the business
of making a living, and working up more courage
Assistant at Tombolo
in the wine cup than in the grace of heaven. He
hoped to raise this community into one capable of
receiving the Holy Spirit. He carefully prepared his
The following month the young priest was ap- sermons and did not improvise. The improvisor
pointed to a farming village of about a thousand in- always runs the risk of slovenliness, redundancy,
habitants, called Tombolo in the plain of Treviso. and empty rhetoric. He became their living conHe was sent as cappellano (assistant) to learn the cience, their confidant, their counselor, their aid.
work of caring for souls and to help the parish The poor went to him; and he, poor himself, but
priest, Don Antonio Costantini, a splendid man, trusting in Providence as his mother had taught
not too old but in ill-health.
him, and with what he had learned in the books he
He began at once to serve the parish priest, had studied, gave them what he had without
seeing in him a holy man. The poor houses of the reserve. He was poor in money, poor in
farm and village workers reminded him of his own spirit—hence, rich in Christ.
home in Riese. He maintained close contact with
Whoever came—beggar, wanderer—anyone in
the people and served their needs. At the altar and need or hungry, he gave what he had, so that often
during the functions of the Church, he taught he was without necessities himself. Anyone in need
Catechism and trained the people in the sacred was his creditor; it was Christ Who asked.
chant. His desire was for the people not to be
St. Vincent de Paul was among the models of
distracted witnesses of the liturgy, but active par- the priesthood who held his constant attention; the
ticipants in it; and no participation was so quickly choice reveals his inclinations and his state of mind.
felt and so popular as congregational singing, He often recalled the praise given to Vincent for
wherein, as St. Augustine remarks, the soul prays having "understood that the Will of God is not to
twice. Next, his preaching. He began a series of ser- live for one's self but for all others".
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In short, Don Giuseppe quickly realized that
the priest does not live for himself; he does not
belong to anyone; he belongs to everyone. He
followed literally the words of Christ: "Come to
me, all you that labor and are burdened; I will give
you rest." Since those shopkeepers and those
farmers grew more and more to love him, they
began again to love the Church and to reform their
conduct. They came to him for advice, they took
inspiration from his life, they gave up swearing,
they cut down their drinking, they quarreled less
often. The flock copied after the shepherd.
Don Costantini praised him in a letter to
friends in Reviso: "Go to hear him, take your
friends, and let me have your impressions, your
judgment... .Mark my word; soon you will see him
at the head of one of the important parishes of the
diocese."
Don Giuseppe went to preach in the Cathedral
of Treviso to a huge congregation and he was very
successful. He was also successful in the examinations which he took with others, at the parish of
Salzano. These tests were of the utmost importance. In the written and oral tests he came out
first, as usual.

Parish Priest Of Salzano
Salzano had had parish priests of a certain
renown and the parish was now apprehensive about
its position. So much so, that, upon learning that
an assistant, and what was worse, an assistant from
the village of Tombolo, had been appointed to their
parish, many citizens of Salzano turned up their
noses.
Don Giuseppe took over his parish in all
simplicity. He occupied the parish house and he
went to work. He was thirty-two years old; he had
ample experience; his health was good; and he was
keen to win souls for Christ.
He paid no attention to compliments paid by
some, or to the head shaking of others; he
disregarded criticism and ridicule. "The priest, "he
was wont to remark, "is a man obliged to work
hard: priest and hard work are synonyms".

His parishioners were about two thousand and
crowded the Church for confession, Holy Communion, Baptism, Marriages and the other
Sacraments. Don Sarto had two assistants. He
spent hours in the confessional; preached with exemplary diligence; taught catechism; acted as
chaplain at the hospital and helped the poor and
unfortunate. Before long he was the authority most
consulted and most heeded.
His most notable reform was that wrought by
Charity. When he met someone poorer than
himself he went without eating. When he had
nothing more to give away he begged from others,
borrowed when he could, and even pawned his
ring. It is customary in Italy for a parish priest who
is an honorary canon to wear a ring. The two
sisters, Anna and Rosa, who had remained to look
after him, were distressed by his human improvidence, especially when, to aid the needy, they
saw him sell the poor old horse and rickety carriage
which were parish property. "He never thinks of
himself," they lamented; "he can't say 'no' to
anyone!"
To repair the hospital, after giving everything
he could lay hands upon, he contracted a
debt—enormous for those times and his position-25,000 lire. His bishop, Monsignor Zinelli,
on a parish visit, bowing his head to hide his emotion, complained to him: "You will not be satisfied
until you have pawned the thurible." And since he
knew, from popular report, the sort of man he had
to deal with he added: "To keep you from other
follies, I shall make you a canon of my cathedral".
The poor priest protested, but in obedience he had
to accept—not only the post as canon but also that
of Chancellor of the Curia and spiritual director of
the Seminary of Treviso. This was in 1875.
He had served nine years at Salzano, the same
number as he had at Tombolo. The sorrow of his
parishioners was mitigated by their joy at seeing
their priest thus honored, especially since the promotion brought him the title of Monsignor and
they realized he had taken a distinquished place in
the ranks of their outstanding priests of the past.
He came in garments that were torn, he left
without a shirt. Like his Master, Giuseppe Sarto
was born poor, and he remained poor.
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CHANCELLOR AT TREVISO
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Having taken up his office as Chancellor, he
was able to put to good use both his juridical training and his pastoral experience. He quickly
mastered his new field of action, and soon was doing the work not only of the vicar-general, now an
old man, but of the bishop himself, whose health
was no longer good. He rose early each morning in
the seminary, said his prayers, offered Mass, and
led the seminarians in their meditation. Then if he
was on choir duty at the cathedral, he took his full
part there, although he refrained from going about
the city in his purple cassock and pectoral
cross—customary marks of distinction of the
Treviso canons, all of whom had the title MonSignor. Throughout his life he wore by preference
the simple cassock of every priest. He was always
calm, always the same, convinced that in dealing
with men or in handling paper work he was serving
his Lord. About two o'clock he returned to the
seminary to lunch with the professors. He came to
the table with a healthy appetite and the good
humor of a mind at peace with truth. He was never
downcast, pre-occupied or disquieted; on the contrary, witticisms and playful sophistries were his
stock in trade. He had a jovial optimism and he
communicated to all around him that robust good
humor. There was only one thing that aroused the
impatience of Monsignor Sarto: the flabbiness or
complaining of a seminarian.
Well he realized the responsibility of spiritual
direction work. Upon it depended the formation of
future priests.
As teacher, preacher, and director of souls,
Giuseppe Sarto not only did not give in to any
watering down or weakening of Catholic doctrine
but he took his stand all the more surely upon tradition and dogma opposing the firmness of his faith
to the flotsam and jetsam that threatened the
pastoral ministry.
At Treviso, also, he labored nine years.
Singular, this recurrence of the number nine in the
career of the future Pius X. These were nine years
of tenacious and enlightened work. Many of its
priests had been formed in his spirit; and it was the
only spirit in which the diocese could be reborn, as
in fact it was being reborn.

Bishop of Mantua
LI_4.

No one was surprised when, one morning in
September, 1884, the news broke out that the
Chancellor of Treviso had been named Bishop of
Mantua—bishop, and of a large diocese. When
Bishop Appolonio of Treviso brought him the letter of his appointment by the Pope, the newly named Bishop was thunderstruck—it seemed impossible—he could not accept. Surprised and embarrassed, overcome with emotion, he burst forth
in his characteristic Venetian factiousness:
"Indeed, Monsignor, this was the one thing lacking". So he wrote to Pope Leo XIII to plead incompetency for the position.
An interesting thing! The Pope knew him, if
not personally, at least by reputation; and he showed his esteem by having him receive the fullness of
the priesthood at the hands of Cardinal Parocchi in
the Church of St. Apollinaris in Rome and then by
receiving him affectionately. The Pope, after congratulating him, gave him a pectoral cross, brilliant
with precious stones, and a Roman Pontifical
(book of ceremonies) in five volumes beautifully
bound. After Bishop Sarto, deeply moved and
almost disquieted, had taken his leave, the Pope
remarked: "If the people of Mantua do not love
their new pastor they are incapable of loving
anyone, for Monsignor Sarto is the most lovable of
the Bishops."
So that he could know his diocese thoroughly,
the new Bishop at once began his official visitation.
He made it with all kindness, but seriously. He
would not have it consist of celebrations and dinners, so he forbade the parish priests to go to any
expensive preparations for his coming. He cared little for externals and consequently had to discontinue not a few abuses.
One day arriving early in the morning in a
parish and finding the parish priest still asleep, he
went into the church, entered the confessional and
heard the confessions of the parishioners who were
waiting. One can imagine the horror of the priest
when he arrived.
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He took personal charge of the diocesan
seminary. He entered into the life of the seminary,
checking up, urging improvements, and, when
necessary, teaching and lending a hand in a thousand ways. So it was that the seminary took on new
life in piety, in the spirit of study and in discipline.

Patriarch of Venice
.
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One result of nine years of laborious and intelligent episcopate was the elevation of Bishop
Sarto to the Patriarch of Venice by Pope Leo XIII
in June of 1893. The Pope decided to name him
patriarch and cardinal, leaving with him, until he
should take canonical possession of Venice, the title of Bishop of Mantua, "So that," as he
explained in a private audience, "everyone may see
that the cardinalate is not so much an accompaniment of your new office as a reward that comes to
you from us personally."
ill
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So in the consistory of June 12 the Pope
named him cardinal, and four days later he precanonized him Patriarch of Venice. Anyone who
knew the spirit of Giuseppe Sarto could easily imagine his distress of soul under such a glittering
flash of honors and responsibilities. Indeed for him
honor was a burden accepted only with the conviction that the ministry of Christ is service, a continuous way of the cross.
He began his life as a "poor country cardinal," as he liked to say, with his two sisters as
housekeepers, humble as ever, with no pretensions
to distinction, just as at Riese and at Mantua. As
was his custom he rose at five each morning to
work uninterrupted until midnight. Each day for
two hours and a half he received visitors—all who
came—often opening the door himself.... "You
have come to see the Patriarch? I am he—at your
service."
Interiorly he grew; exteriorly he remained as
always—gentle, witty, alert, reverting naturally to
that musical Venetian talkativeness that seemed
designed to charm. He ever remained poor, because
for him the income of the Church was the
patrimony of the poor, and he distributed it with
generosity.
Giuseppe Sarto was nine years each at Tombob, Saizano, Treviso, Mantua, and he hoped that
God would be pleased to leave him nine years also
at Venice. And so he was.
People still talk about the time in August, 1901
when he climbed Monte Grappa on the back of a
white mule to bless the statue of the Virgin. The
statue was to become popular during World War I
after the battle of Caporetto: a guiding star to
fighting combat troops and distressed peoples.

The Papacy 19034914

Sarto, when asked by the most illustrious cardinals to accept the Papacy remained silent and
then replied: "Would that this chalice might be far
from me! Yet may the will of God be done!" The
expressions with which our Lord offered Himself
for the Passion. Cadrinal Sarto said "I accept it as
a cross. "Asked what name he intended to take, he
replied: "Since I must suffer, I take the name of
those who have suffered; I shall be known as
Pius."

The judgment of the great American Cardinal
Gibbons of Baltimore, was typical of world reaction: "What an amiable and saintly person is the
new Pope! A man of God and of the people: the
very man needed for these times!"

The French music critic, historian, and
biographer, Camille Bellaigue, made these notes of
his personal impressions of Pius X: "Sad will they
tell you? But never in intimate conversation. In
public, yes. He barely puts up with official
ceremonies: the tiara weighs heavily upon his brow
and the golden cape upon his shoulders. He forbids
popular demonstrations in St. Peter's. One day as
he made entrance into the basilica and the crowd
began to applaud, he was heard to mutter: 'One
must not applaud the servant in the house of his
Master.
The Pope's program called for a return to
Catholic teaching not only in doctrine but in
economic and social life, in the family, in the
school, in the use of private property, in government. Pope Pius X said: "Too many souls are
formed bad because of ignorance; and this comes
from the failure to teach of those who should
teach, to lead men by reason and liberty to religion,
the most potent means of restoring the supremacy
of God in the souls of men." It is not knowledge
which kills the Faith, but ignorance. "In this arduous work of restoring all mankind in Christ,
priests must have the help of laymen. For we know
that God has given every man a duty towards his
neighbor. Hence, not only those in Holy Orders but
all the faithful must work for God and souls; not
indeed as isolated individuals but under the
guidance of the Bishops."
Pope Pius X saw everything in the light of
redemption; all must be made Christ-like, thus his
first encyclical called, E SUPREMI
APOSTOLATUS.
February 2, 1904, the Pope published his second encyclical, dedicated to the dogma of the
Immaculate Conception. As to the future in which
all was to be restored in Christ, the surest way to arrive at this goal was through Mary, through whom
"we are to attain that perfect adoption of sons that
we may be holy and without stain in the sight of
God." After Christ, she is the foundation of our
Faith. If God has deigned to give us our Saviour
through her, we must still have Jesus from the
hands of Mary.
Among his numerous other new undertakings
we may recall the Popes effecting patronage of the
Society of St. Jerome, to make the Gospels better
4t Roman QIatI011C

11

known in a period when Modernism was trying to
wear away by rationalistic criticism the very foundations of doctrine and discipline, when Masonry
and its laicizing program, abetted by certain Protestant sects, were trying to convince the world that
the Church of Rome was opposed to the reading of
the Bible. From the time he was Patriarch of Venice,
the Holy Father had favored the work of the Society of St. Jerome, as he himself recalled in a letter to
Cardinal Cassetta on January 21, 1907. By that
time, the Society had distributed a half-million
copies of the Gospels, many of them among
emigrants to America. He now pledged himself to
an even wider distribution of Sacred Scriptures and
on the part of the faithful an even wider reading of
and meditation upon the word of God.

The Eucharistic Renascence
Pius X, by a decree of the Sacred Congregation of the Council, dated December 20, 1905,
recommended daily Communion as the daily Bread
of the soul, more necessary than the daily bread of
the body. Since it was his conviction that all of the
faithful should profit by frequent Communion
from the very time when they reached the age of
reason, he expressed the wish that children would
no longer let a year pass after their First Communion before receiving again, as was then the
custom. "it is necessary," declared an instruction
of the Sacred Congregation issued on February 14,
1906, "that children be nourished by Christ before
they are dominated by their passions, so they can
with greater courage, resist the assaults of the devil,
of the flesh, and of their other enemies, whether internal or external." Deeply rooted was the custom
of not allowing children to approach the
Eucharistic table until after the age of ten, twelve,
or even fourteen. Thus they were deprived of this
sacramental participation at the very time their innocence most qualified them for it and had to wait
until a time when almost certainly their souls would
know the assaults of sin. The Pope decreed seven
years as the average age at which a child should
make his First Holy Communion, a decree of the
Sacred Congregation dated August.
12
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Modernism
The Pope declared that modernism is the seedplot of errors and perdition which broods poison in
the bowels of modern society, alienated from God
and His Church
Pius X, who on more than one occasion,
sometimes with fatherly persuasiveness, sometimes
with severity, had exhorted the erring ones to
return to unchangeable truth, intervened solemnly
for the first time with the decree, "Lamentabili"
on July 3, 1907. This decree contains a list
(Syllabus) of erroneous propositions taken from
authors, Catholics among them, who, "under the
appearance of the highest intelligence and the name
of historical research," presumed to launch a
"progression of dogmas" that in reality constituted
for the Church the corruption of dogma. The condemned propositions all had to do with scriptural
studies, the content and history of dogma, the
Sacraments, the Church, and so forth. Two months
later the Pope again intervened, still more solemnly, with an encyclical letter, the most celebrated of
his pontificate and one of the most memorable and
most efficacious of the Papacy in any age. This encyclical on Modernism (Dc Modernistarum Doctrinis), which takes its name from its first word,
Pascendi, is one of the longest of the whole Roman
pontificate. It is a true systematic treatise in which
the Pope, from the mass of theories piled up under
the name of Modernism, which is not a heresy but
"a collection of all heresies," selected a few common types of heresies in order to confute them one
by one. These types are six: the philosopher, the
believer, the theologian, the critical historian, the
apologist, the reformer. Each type in turn he divided into categories.
"There is no shorter way and quicker way to
Modernism", observed Pius X, "than pride. If a
Catholic layman or a priest forgets the Christian
precept that requires us to renounce ourselves if we
would follow Jesus Christ, and does not eradicate
from his heart the weed of pride—certainly such a
person is more likely than any other to embrace the
errors of Modernism."
£nman (1Iattin1it
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Sanctity and Death

The life of Pius X was continuous dedication—a holocaust with no reservations—to this
priestly task. In truth "for them"—for men entrusted to him—he sanctified himself.
Once some guests at Salzano asked him for
some remembrance, some personal object. He took
his skullcap and handed it to them: "Nothing that
is more my own can I give you!' His sanctity was
simple, the expression of charity, poverty, union
with God, love of the Church, perfect orthodoxy.
Pius X retained to the last a heart rich in charity, an all embracing charity, like his unwavering
faith, in which the sufferings of peoples were his
own. Tracing back his zeal as parish priest and as
bishop, we must note that his sanctity always had a
priestly, a pastoral character; and this became increasingly evident when he was Pope. Having
formed Jesus Christ in himself, he found inspiration and strength to bring Him once more into the
world community. He was a Christ-bearer, and all
14
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who met him felt it, Catholic or non-Catholics
alike.
In his last will and testament, Pius X wrote: "I
was born poor, I have lived poor, I desire to die
poor. "He was poor, and therefore free.
In August of 1914 he had an attack of
tracheitis followed by bronchitis. On the nineteenth, despite all efforts, he collapsed. Surrounded by several cardinals, his sisters, and his
secretaries, he received the Last Sacraments. Pius X
died peacefully during the night, mourned by those
who knew him best. They looked at an old man
upon a little white bed, his face serene beneath a
mass of silver hair, in profound peace. The good
country priest who had walked so long, in sunshine
and in storm, with his shoes slung over his shoulder
and with his pastoral staff in hand, had arrived at
last at his destination, at the house of his Father.
He had died in Christ, for Whom alone he had lived. A saint had gone up to heaven

The Canonization

There had been talk of miracles of course,
while Pius X was still alive. "As if I did not have
other things to do!" he would exclaim, shaking his
head, when the subject was mentioned. "It is
true," he would add, "that in this world one must
be able to do a little of everything"—thus covering
up the truth with a joke. It is common knowledge
that persons continually approached him to ask for
help in illness and difficulty. One time for example,
from the pressing crowd in a public audience a man
burst forth, holding up his paralyzed arm to the
Pope, like the paralytic of the Gospel: "Holy
Father, "he implored, "cure me, so that Ican go to
work and earn a living for my family!" "Go along
now, "replied the Pope eyeing him with fatherly affection, "have confidence in the Lord!" The Pope
touched his arm, however, and continued: "Have
faith! The Lord will heal you!" Instantly the
paralytic realized that he was cured, and he raised
both of his arms aloft and shouted, "Holy
Father!Holy Father!" As his Master once had
done, the Vicar of Christ motioned to the man to
be silent.
A young woman was cured of periostitus of

the foot by touching the member with one of the
Pope's stockings. When Pius X heard of it,
dissimulating, as usual, he grumbled: "Iput on my
stockings every morning, and my feet still hurt."
The juridical procedure instituted February 9,
1944 began with the recognition of his remains,
which meanwhile had been transferred from the
Vatican Crypt to the chapel of the Holy Crucifix in
the Vatican Basilica. The body, in a state of perfect
preservation, was placed in a niche to the right of
the chapel of the Presentation. Immediately it
became the object of prayers and pilgrimages. On
September 30, 1950, the heroism of the virtues of
Pius X was proclaimed and he was given the title of
Venerable. On June 3, 1951, anniversary of his
Baptism—he was declared Blessed.
Late in an afternoon of 1954 on Saturday,
May 29th, before an assembly of cardinals,
bishops, statesmen, diplomats, and more than
600,000 persons from all over the world, the lowly
son of Riese, less than forty years after his death,
was raised by Pope Pius XII to the number of the
saints.
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Introduction
By Anne McGinn Cillis
There are few truly devout Catholics in the world today who have not heard
of Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre. For many, the mere mention of his name evokes
anguish; the anguish of the spiritually disinherited.., who cry out in the desert,
and hold out their trembling arms in piteous supplication.
He is the bread in the desert, the light luminous in the darkness of this long,
long night. He is the hope of the countless, the little souls in vast numbers, encompassing the earth, the little souls who suffer, who pray, and weep.. .and who
wait. He is the hope, and also the joy of all of us who wait, in the most profound
anxiety of soul, for the glorious restoration of our precious Catholic heritage.
I have met the three greatest spiritual figures of this century, all of them
priests. On a cold December day in 1962, the flame that was Padre Plo burst upon
my life and set an explosive torch to my soul.
It was ten years later, in Fatima, in October of 1972 that Ifound myselfface
to face with that noble Cardinal whose name has become synonymous with
unremitting resistance to the enemies of God. He bore on his tortured body the
marks of his protracted crucifixion, and as I gazed into those penetrating but immensely compassionate eyes, the echo of his words, spoken many years before,
resounded in my ear. Yes, it was Cardinal Mindszenty who had cried "Our Psalm
is the De Profundis; our prayer is the Miserere; our prophet is Jeremiah; our
world is the Apocalypse. We sit at the waters of Babylon and captors try to teach
us alien songs..."
Indeed, I have met the three greatest figures... all three marked in a strange
and marvelous manner, with the Cross of the Master.
The third I met in November of 1975. Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre came to
Ottawa, the capital city of our country, and once again, by a great grace of
Heaven, I stood in the presence of one of God's great living servants. I stood in a
sort of radiance, the radiance that emanates from this chosen man of God, the radiance of his humility, immense love and charity, saintly patience, and perfect
tranquility in the midst of severe trial; I stood there and I wondered what Satanic
malice unconfined could possibly convince persons of sanity and balance that this
princely prelate's struggles for God and the Church and the Holy Father could
possibly be construed as "disobedience."
But then I reflected upon those other two... those other suffering friends of
Christ. And the answer came. After all, had not Padre Plo died while still under
the interdict that had forbidden him to preach, or to write letters? And did not
the great Mindszenty die in forced exile from his Episcopal See, disgraced in the
eyes of a world ready to extend the hand of warmest friendship to his torturers?
By the measure of this, was it not even fitting that it be again the Vatican that
would inflict the keenest suffering, this time in the form of the suppression of
Archbishop Lefebvre's seminary in Switzerland? Such a glorious pattern, in such
conformity with the Cross! Could there be any greater mark of utter prediliction
on the part of God?
He spoke to us, this wonderful Archbishop Lefebvre. And we are proud and
grateful that we can give, as a great gift to others, Mr. Bernard Pothier's
beautiful translation of the Archbishop's words.
What follows is the complete text of his Ottawa address.
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Ladies and gentlemen,
If I have come among you it is
primarily to speak of the most pressing
problem of our time, which is the
preservation of our Catholic Faith. I
am not referring simply to certain
liturgical modifications, nor to certain
aspects of renewal which result from
the Second Vatican Council. These
details, of course, do have their importance. I am here rather to offer encouragement in the struggle to preserve
the essentials of our Faith, for our
Faith is vital, and before going on, I
would like to bring your attention to
what precisely constitutes the essentials
of our Faith.
Our Lord Jesus Christ came down
to earth to redeem mankind, and it was
by means of the Cross that He achieved
this. The central point of Christ's life
on earth, the purpose for which the
Son of God became man was to die on
the Cross for the salvation of all men,
not only the faithful, not only
Catholics, but all men. Unfortunately,
not all men have accepted Christ's
message, but, be they Buddhists,

