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THE
PONTIFICATE
OF
GREGORY XVI
artholomew Al- , VIII, who had died on
bert Cappellari December 1, 1830, it apwas born in Bel- peared at first that the tiara
luno, in Lombardy, •
would be placed on the head
in 1765. At the age of eigh- of the saintly Cardinal
teen he entered the monastic Giustiniani. But when
branch of the Camaldolese twenty-one of the necessary
Benedictines,' and with the votes were seen to be certainhabit of that Order he assum- ly his, the right of exclusion
ed the name of Mauro. The by the Spanish crown was exfame of Dom Mauro Cap- ercised against him by Carpellari as a theologian and a dinal Marco, the agent of His
canonist caused Leo XII to Catholic Majesty. Probably
enroll him in the Sacred Col- the reason for this exclusion
lege in 1825. When the car- was the part taken by Giustidinals entered into Conclave niani in the recent nominato choose a successor to Pius tions to the long vacant sees

government had insisted on
reserving to itself, although it
had already practically admitted the independence of
its revolted colonies.2 The
manner of Giustiniani's reception of this exclusion
merits remembrance. When
the cardinal-dean had read
the notice which deprived
him of any hopes of the
tiara, if indeed he had ever
hoped for it, Giustiniani
arose and calmly said: "If I
did not know courts by exin South America—nominations which the Spanish

perience, I should certainly
have cause to be surprised at
the 'exclusion' published by
the most eminent dean;
since, far from being able to
reproach myself with having
given cause of complaint
against me to His Catholic
Majesty, during my nunciature, I dare congratulate
myself with having rendered
His Majesty signal service in
the difficult circumstances
wherein he was placed." He
then referred to the fact that
the Spanish government itself had often lauded his con-

even to disturb them. It claimed still
all its old rights over them, and
among them that of episcopal
presentation. The exercise of such a
power, if it existed, would have been
contradictory to its object, and
therefore self-defeating. Bishops are
intended to feed a flock; and of what
use would bishops have been, who
would never have been allowed even
to look upon their sees, or to be
heard by their people? For it would
have been quite unreasonable to expect that the free republics
would acknowledge the jurisdiction
of the country which declared itself
at war with them. On the other
hand, there had been no formal ecclesiastical treaty or Concordat between these commonwealths and the
Holy See, by which previous claims
had been abrogated, and new rights
invested in their present ruler. It was
just a case for the exercise of the

highest prerogative which both parties acknowledged to be inherent in
the supremacy, however galling its
application might be to one of them.
In the allocution alluded to, the
Pope announced that, not feeling
justified in longer permitting those
sees to remain vacant, and those immense populations to wander like
sheep without a shepherd, he had
provided them with worthy pastors,
without the intervention of either
side, but in virtue of his supreme
apostolic authority. The Court of
Madrid was angry, and refused to
admit the Papal Nuncio, Tiberi; and
a little episode in the life of the present Pontiff (Pius IX) arose from
this passing coolness. Pius VIII, at
the request of Cienfuegos, envoy
from Chili, sent as envoy to that
republic Mgr. Muzi, and as his assistant the Ab. Mastai, now Pius IX.
The Pope dying before the expedi-

tion had sailed from Genoa, it was
confirmed by Leo XII, who, in his
brief, declared that the Count
Mastai had been originally appointed by his desire, describing him
as "Nobis apprime charus." The
commissioners sailed Oct. 1 1 th,
1823, but were driven by stress of
weather into Palma, the capital of
Majorca. Upon ascertaining from
their papers who were the ecclesiastics on board, and what their
mission, the governor had them arrested, kept them four days in a
common prison, subjected them to
an ignominious examination in the
court, and was on the point of sending them to banishment in an
African presidio, when common
sense prevailed, and they were
restored to liberty. See a full account
in the Dublin Review, Vol. XXXIV.,
p. 469. Wiseman; Last Four Popes,
pt. II., ch. 8.

B

The Camaldolese are not, as
many suppose, all hermits. Besides
their hermitages, they have many
magnificent monasteries, among
which the principal one is that of St.
Gregory on the Caelian Hill in
Rome. It was from this monastery,
then belonging to the parent
Benedictine Order, that St.
Augustine and his fellow-monks
went forth, at the command of Pope
St. Gregory I, to evangelize the
Anglo-Saxons.
2

"South America had thrown
off the Spanish rule, and enjoyed an
independence of some years' duration. On May 21, 1827, the Pope
(Leo XII) addressed the Cardinals in
Consistory assembled, on the ecclesiastical position of that continent. Spain had refused to recognize
the independence of its many states,
although it had ceased effectually
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This account of the Pontificate of Gregory XVI was written by Fr. Reuben Parsons
D. D. and was published in 1909 which explains the archaic use of some words.

duct, and continued: "I shall
always cherish the memory
of these kindnesses shown
me by His Catholic Majesty,
and shall entertain toward
him the most profound
respect, and in addition a
most lively interest for all
that can regard his welfare
and that of his august family.
I must add that of all the
benefits conferred on me by
His Majesty, I consider the
greatest and most acceptable
to me (at least in its effects)
to be his having this day closed for me the access to the
most sublime dignity of the
Pontificate. Knowing, as I
do, my great weakness, I
could not bring myself to
foresee that I should ever be
asked to assume so heavy a
burden; and when I saw, during these last days, that you
thought of asking me, my,
heart was filled with the bitterest sorrow. To-day I find
myself free from my anxiety; I am restored to tranquillity, and I retain only the
gratification of knowing that
some of my most worthy colleagues have deigned to cast
a lool( on me, and have
honored me with their votes,
for which I beg to offer them
my eternal and sincerest
gratitude."' The Spanish
government had certainly accentuated its displeasure
toward all who had contributed to its defeat in the
matter of the South
American bishoprics; but it
was doomed to behold the
election of one who had been
far more prominent than
Giustiniani in thwarting its
desires—the Camaldolese,
Cappellari. As we have frequently had occasion to
remark, the privilege of "exclusion" could be used but
once in the same Conclave by
its possessor; therefore,
when their Eminences turned'
their attention to Cappellari,
Moroni: Dictionary, Vol.
XXXI., p. 221.

"The Spanish government had certainly
accentuated its displeasure toward all who
had contributed to its defeat in the matter
of the South American bishoprics; but it
was doomed to behold the election of one
who had been far more prominent than
Giustiniani in thwarting its desires—the
Camaldolese, Cappellari."
the objections of Spain were
as though non-existent. The
humble Camaldolese was
raised to the Chair of Peter
on February 12, 1831; and he
assumed the name of Gregory, XVI, because of his
devotion to St. Gregory the
Great, the first Pope furnished by the Benedictine Order,
and in honor of Pope
Gregory XV, the founder of
the Congregation of the Propaganda, of which he had
been the Prefect. Shortly
after the coronation of the
new Pope-King, the editorin-chief of L 'A venir, Lamennais, then already regarded
as having succeeded to
Bossuet's title, "The Last of
the Fathers," thus expressed
the sentiments which were
then evoked in the minds of
such Christians as were both
discerning ,and well-minded:
"Piety, Science, and Wisdom have again been placed
on the immortal Throne of
St. Peter. An excellent apprenticeship for the Popedom was that which Cardinal
Cappellari underwent as
Prefect of the Propaganda;
he became accustomed to
regard the world in its entirety." We shall see, in
another dissertation, how
Lamennais came to represent
His Holiness as the incarnation of ignorance, both as to
the world and as to the
means for taming it. As yet,
however, the heart of the
Catholic publicist bade him

proclaim that the blessing
given by Gregory XVI, for
the firt time in his pontificate, Urbi et Orbi,
"would remind the extremities of the earth of that
benevolence which the very
deserts have recognized."
ad Pope Gregory
XVI possessed all
the qualities which
Cardinal Mai, in his
exhortation to the Eminent
Fathers who were about to
enter into the Conclave of
1830, urged those electors to
discern in their choice for a
successor to Pius VIII, he
would not have been superabundantly equipped for his
task. "Give us," cried Mai,
"a Pontiff who in faith will
be a Peter, who in constancy
will equal Cornelius, who
will be felicitous as Sylvester,
and who in eloquence will vie
with Damasus. May he have
the exquisite clearness of Leo
the Great, the learning of
Gelasius, the piety of the
great Gregory, the fortitude
of Symmachus, and may he
be loved by princes as Adrian
was loved. May he be a
Eugenius in preserving harmony among the churches, a
Nicholas in his patronage of
the learned, a Julius in
grandeur of thought, a Leo
X in liberality, a Pius V in
sanctity, and a Sixtus V in
strength of mind. And not to
recur to olden times alone,
give us a Pontiff in whom

H

there will not be wanting the
erudition of Benedict XIV,
or the munificence of Pius
VI, or the force and benignity of Pius VII, or the
vigilance of Leo XII, or the
rectitude of Pius VIII." This
aspiration for an ideal Pontiff, a picture which the
learned decipherer of
palimpsests could scarcely
have hoped to see realized,
was not to be satisfied in
Gregory XVI; nevertheless,
few Popes have been more
fervent in their religious zeal,
and he was a firm and prudent administrator of his
temporal dominion.
t was the misfortune of
Gregory XVI to have
assumed the duties of a
Pope-King at a time
when very many of the
Italian clergy were not equal
to the sublimity of their mission. The impartial, intensely
patriotic, and uncompromisingly Catholic Cantü draws
this picture of these unworthy sons of the sanctuary:
"Having left the seminaries,
into which a real vocation
had not always led them;
dreading impopularity and
derision, they seemed desirous of obtaining forgiveness
for their ecclesiastical position and dress by an adoption,
as far as possible, of worldly
manners. They frequented
the cafes and other rendezvous, and were seen on the
promenades, and even in the
theatres. They formed their
minds by reading the
newspapers, so as to be able
to chat on politics in the
liberal jargon. They were no
strangers to the secret
societies, nor did they keep
aloof from conspiracies.
With the romances of Berchet, the drolleries of Giusti,
and the declamations of
Gioberti, they inebriated
themselves with the idea of
Italy soon recovering her

I
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given to professors, despite behold new woes for the
the favors which the Holy Church!"
Father is ever ready to
dispense. Young men prepare indeed for their future
regory XVI had
duties, but not with joy and
scarcely entered his
ambition, as was the case in
apartments, after
the halcyon days of Rome;
having imparted his
few care to become learned
theologians, profound casu- inaugural blessing "to the ciists, able canonists; they ty and the world" from the
loggia of St. Peter's, when
he was informed of the revolt
in the Romagna. The signal
"It was the misfortune of Gregory XVI to have assumed theduties of
which had been given at the
a Pope-King at a time when very many of the Italian clergy were not
barricades of Paris during
the "Three Days" of July of
equal to the sublimity of their mission. The impartial, intensely
the previous year, when the
patriotic, and uncompromisingly Catholic Can til draws this picture
elder branch of the House of
of these unworthy sons of the sanctuary: 'Having left the seminaries,
Bourbon was dethroned to
make way for the younger in
into which a real vocation had not always led them; dreading imthe person of Louis Philippe
popularity and derision, they seemed desirous of obtaining
d'Orleans, had been heeded.
Temporary paralysis had
forgiveness for their ecclesiastical position and dress by an adoption,
been entailed by the general
as far as possible, of worldly manners. ... They were no strangers to
restorations of 1815 on the
the secret societies, nor did they keep aloof from conspiracies.
secret societies with which
Europe was honeycombed;
but those baneful organizations were now in the enjoywhile they regarded as pro- Achille, etc., the clergy of no become priests, but they aim ment of their pristine activigress every slight on the faith other country have furnished at being men; and when they ty, and they had ordered
of their ancestors, every con- fewer scandals. Cantñ wish- use this word 'men,' they another campaign against the
demnation of those 'abuses' ed to illustrate the baneful ef- give to it a buffoonesque em- temporal crown of the
in which they themselves par- fects of the Giobertian phasis, so absurd is their Roman Pontiff. This revoluticipated, every seculariza- fever—effects which still en- mixture of Catholic faith tionary movement was soon
tion of ecclesiastical institu- dure. Cardinal Bernetti, with Italian phantasma- crushed, thanks to the intions, every abolition of a secretary of state to Gregory gorias.
The day will terested intervention of
religious community. And XVI, and the most calumthey grieved because they niated statesman of his day,
"The clergy are imbued with ideas which
were obliged to hide their because he was really inown great talents and activity telligent, and knew how to
are liberal, in the worst sense of the term.
under the soutane. Such cope with men whose
Profound studies are abandoned, despite
priests were caressed by the "diplomacy" was mere
the encouragement given to the students,
secret societies; and were chicanery, spoke of the
allured by the prospect of a Italian clergy of that time in
despite the rewards given to professors,
civil and social revolution terms very similar to those
despite the favors which the Holy Father is
which would, however, lay used by Cantñ. In a letter
ever ready to dispense."
no hands on Catholicism, dated August 4, 1845, writthat is, on the benefices ten to a friend, probably
Austria, who not only hoped
which they enjoyed, and on Cantü himself, the cardinal
the dignities to which they said: "The clergy are imbued come when these mines, to acquire for herself the so
aspired. Therefore many of with ideas which are liberal, charged with the powder of long coveted Legations, but
them good-naturedly believ- in the worst sense of the Constitutionalism and Pro- was forced by self-interest to
ed, or at least proclaimed, term. Profound studies are gress, will explode; and God protect the Hapsburg dukes
that Catholicism, about to abandoned, despite the en- grant that I, who have of Tuscany and Modena, as
lead the procession of couragement given to the witnessed so many revolu- well as Mary Louisa, the somodern ideas, would soon students, despite the rewards tions and disasters, may not called widow of Napoleon,
conquer the entire world.114
to whom the Congress of
Heretics of Italy, Vol. 111,.
Cited by CantO, loc. Cit., p. Vienna had assigned the
The reader will note that in
560.
the mind of the great Italian p. 531. Turin, 1866
•duchy of Parma as compenlegitimate primacy. They tortured the Bible in order to
discover encouragement and
justification for their demolitions. They were the first in
ridiculing the study of
theology, the ecclesiastical
virtues—charity, no less than
devotion, and all priests who
manifested uncommon learning or disinterested zeal;

historian there is no question
of the morality or of the absolute faith of these
"political priests" of Italy;
when the number of ecclesiastics in Italy is considered, statistics would probably show that while the
world of our day has resounded with the names of such
wretches as Bassi, Gavazzi,
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sation for honors to which
she could advance no
legitimate claim. In their task
of subverting again the dominion of the Pope-King, the
Masonic Lodges had relied
on the aid of the monarch
whom they had just placed

the tiara, diplomatic
chicanery undertook to
emasculate that royalty.
Louis Philippe knew full well
that the late revolution in the
Papal States was unjustifiable; but he owed some
satisfaction to the Car-

"...when brute force had failed to destroy
once more the civil royalty of the tiara,
diplomatic chicanery undertook to
emasculate that royalty."

was truly sublime and
phenomenal; therefore it was
no matter of surprise to the
Catholics of Europe, when
they learned that a seat at
this conference had been
assigned to Sir Hamilton
Seymour, a representative of
England, a power which,
unless its monarch and
ministers braved the terrible
penalties of premunire, could
hold no diplomatic relations
with the Holy See. When this
body of bespangled and
otherwise bedizzened sectaries had convened, they
assigned to the Prussian

continuance of the recognition of the temporal power.
The Pontiff was asked to
grant, as though it was to be
a new thing in his dominions,
the admission of laymen to
positions in the administration; and this demand was
made in face of the fact, as
admitted by Rayneval, the
French ambassador in Rome,
that the ecclesiastical
employees of the pontifical
government were in proportion to the laymen in office
as is one to sixty.' Municipal
liberties were demanded for a
country which had preserved

on the throne of his cousin;
but Louis Philippe, through
Casimir Wrier, whom he had
raised to the ministry, refused to do more than protest
against the intervention of
Austria. We must note here
that a leading part in this insurrection was taken by the
two sons of Louis Bonaparte
and Hortense de Beauharnais, the young princes
Charles Napoleon and Louis
(afterward
Napoleon
emperor as Napoleon III),
who thus repaid the cordial
and munificent hospitality
which the Roman Pontiff
had accorded, and was then
according, to the Bonaparte
family.' When Bologna had
been taken by the Austrians.
and Rimini and Ancona
had surrendered; when brute
force had failed to destroy
once more the civil royalty of

bonari, who were affiliated
to those who had made him
King of the French.
"The Pontiff was asked to grant, as
Therefore he pretended to
regard the complaints of the
though it was to be a new thing in his domirebels of the Romagna as
nions, the admission of laymen to positions
worthy of consideration. In
in the administration; and this demand was
concert with Lord Palmerston, or rather in obedience
made in face of the fact, as admitted by
to that English minister, who
Rayneval,
the French ambassador in
was then, and during many
Rome, that the ecclesiastical employees of
subsequent years, the practical head of European
the pontifical government were in proporMasonry, he induced the
tion to the laymen in office as is one to sixMasonic cabinets of Russia
ty.''
and Prussia, and the partly
Masonic cabinet of Austria,
to appoint delegates to a conference which should meet in delegate, the Chevalier The community system with a
Rome, the Pope's capital, to Bunsen, the task of framing tenacity which the vicissiconsider the ways and means a Memorandum which tudes of time never overfor a prevention of future should indicate to the Pontiff came—for a country to
trouble in the Papal States. the cbnditions, an acceptance which other lands had turned
The impudence of these of which might secure to the for lessons when they essayed
cabinets in undertaking such Popedom, on the part of the community government.' Rebusiness in the Eternal City Masonry and its friends, a forms in the judiciary were

Justice to the memory of
Napoleon HI demands that we
record a circumstance which in some
sort palliates his guilt on this occasion. Prince Louis Napoleon, the
vicissitudes of whose early life had
given to him a character which was a
result of mingling German pseudophilosophy, Italian duplicity,
English aristocratic tendencies. and
Swiss quasi-democracy, was in his
twenty-second year when he accompanied his elder brother, Charles, into the ranks of the armed Carbonari.
Having entered an inn at Forli, the
landlord brought his register in
order to receive the descriptions of

the personality of his guests. A comrade of the princes wrote on the
open page: "Accursi, conspirator,
on the road to Rome to upset the
Pope." Charles Bonaparte took the
pen and repeated the rhodomontade
of Accursi. Then Louis Napoleon
wrote on the register: "My duties
and my sentiments of gratitude forbid, on my part, any direct attack on
the Pope. My family has found, in
all Europe, refuge and assistance only at the feet of the Holy Father: and
I fear that I may find on the grand
stairs of the Vatican my grandmother
and the rest of my relatives. I accompany you (Accursi and Charles

Bonaparte), in order to subvert the
clerical power in the provinces: but
do not ask me to march on Rome."
On the following morning, Charles
Bonaparte died in the arms of his
brother, having received a ball in the
breast, according to one story, or
having been stabbed, as the servants
of the inn narrated. The future
emperor now escaped to Ancona
and thence into France, where Louis
Philippe would have allowed hilt to
remain, had not Casimir Perier induced the monarch to send him out
of the kingdom. It was while Louis
Napoleon was engaged in this insurrection of 1831, that the mother of

his great uncle wrote to him: "You
know, my son, that we owe to His
Holiness the roof that covers us, and
the bread that we eat."

7
Sauzet: Rome Before
Europe, p. 125. Paris, 1870.

For an excellent description
of the development of municipal
government in the Papal States, and
of the local liberties enjoyed by the
communities, see the History ofPope
Urban V by the Canon Magnan.
Paris, 1860,
8
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demanded for a country
which already enjoyed, and
for centuries had enjoyed, as
Rayneval observed, "a
regular legislation, resting on
foundations established by
equity and which past ages
have respected; a legislation
which is modified every day,
as need occurs, with a
regularity which is unknown
in any other land." There
could have been but one object in urging on the Pontiff
the adoption of institutions
which were already in full
vigor in his dominions; the
Masonic conspirators wished
to weaken, in the eyes of the
peoples of Europe, and
especially of the Italian
populations, the majestic
authority of the Pope-Kings.
And it was, forsooth, "in the
general interest of Europe,"
according to the Memorandum, that the conspiring
powers insisted that the pontifical government should be
secured on "the solid foundation of ameliorations, and
of an internal guarantee,
which would render it
superior to those fluctuations
which must be inherent in the
nature of every elective
government." The rank and
file of the Carbonari, whose
aim was a so-called republic,
could scarcely have welcomed this reflection which the
"conservative" Masons of
the European cabinets could
not refrain from emitting;
but they were willing to ignore it, providing that their
immediate end were attained—the imposition of a
Constitution on the papal
government. The Carbonari,
more honest and more
logical, although apparently
more openly diabolic than
those other Masons whose
aristocratic surroundings or
proclivities rendered them
"conservative" in everything
that was not Catholic, were
not blind to the fact that the
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paper Constitutions, devised
by European Masonry during the previous fifty years,
had been patched and
tinkered, modified and
metamorphosed, so persistently and necessarily, and
amid the noise of tumbling
thrones, that no sane mind

with a veritable abdication of
his pontifical independence." However, the allied
"conservative" Masonic
powers persisted in their attack. Palmerston, through
•his representative, Seymour,
chanted a eulogy of all past
and future rebels to the papal

"The government of Louis Philippe, which
filled Europe with incendiaries in order to
preserve itself from the fire which its own
hands had kindled, and which could have
no justif iable confidence in its own
durability, had the presumption to
guarantee the temporal sovereignty of the
Holy See, if Gregory XVI would accept the
conditions of the Memorandum."
could regard them as "internal guarantees" of a government's durability. The last
demand of the MasonicoFranco-Anglo-PrussoRussian conferees was for
the establishment of a
Supreme Court of Finance in
Rome, and also for "an administrative Council which
would be composed of persons elected by the local
councils." The government
of Louis Philippe, which filled Europe with incendiaries
in order to preserve itself
from the fire which its own
hands had kindled, and
which could have no
justifiable confidence in its
own durability, had the
presumption to guarantee the
temporal sovereignty of the
Holy See, if Gregory XVI
would accept the conditions
of the Memorandum. To this
insidious offer Cardinal
Bernetti replied that
"although the guarantee of
the French government was
to be appreciated by the Holy
See, nevertheless His
Holiness found it impossible
to purchase such security
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authority; and assured Cardinal Bernetti that England
would protect all future insurgents, unless the Pontiff
introduced into his dominions "complete representative institutions, full liberty
of the press, and a National
Guard." In the name of the
Pope, the cardinal-secretary
replied that an illimited liberty of the press was less a
danger to the Church than it
was an impossibility for any
serious government. "As for
the National Guard," said
Bernetti, "the Pontiff is not
quite certain whether its advantages are greater than its
inconveniences. But if the
English government were
itself to try in London, and
for fifteen or twenty years,
an experiment as to the value
of that institution which it so
cheerfully recommends to
other governments, perhaps
His Holiness might be induced to adopt it." The cut was
neatly delivered; no English
minister of that day would
have dared to adopt the
French invention of a National Guard in his own land.

The sovereigns of Austria,
Russia, and Prussia seemed
to have experienced, shortly
after this rejoinder of Bernetti, an attack of either shame
for their impudence, or fear
for their own crowns in the
storm that they were invoking; whatever was their
motive, Russia ordered her
commissioner to repudiate
everything that was imperious in the Memorandum,
Prussia disavowed the conduct of her representative,
and Austria quietly dropped
the matter. The "king of the
bourgeoisie" was incapable
of shame; and as for
England, she was the
England whose postReformation foreign policy
generally disgusts the unprejudiced observer. Palmerston
ordered Sir Hamilton Seymour to return to Florence,
to which capital he was accredited; and after the agent
had departed, it was found
that he had left for the papal
secretary of state a letter of
farewell which was an implicit programme of the
future Masonic campaign in
Italy—a programme which,
directed by Palmerston, was
executed shortly afterward in
Rome by Lord Minto.°
This piece of epistolary ambassadorial effrontery merits
remembrance. "The undersigned
has the honor of informing Your Excellency (sic) that he has received
orders from his court to leave Rome,
and to return to his post in Florence.
The undersigned is also ordered to
explain briefly to Your Excellency
the reasons for which the English
government sent him to Rome and
why it now withdraws him. The
English government has no direct in-

terest in the affairs of the Roman
States, and has never dreamt of interfering in them. It was invited by
the cabinets of France and Austria
to take part in the negotiations at
Rome, and it yielded to this invitation in the hope that its good offices,
joined to those of the other cabinets,

Iv e find it easy to
understand why
the cabinets of
England, Russia,
and Prussia, should have
brought this pressure to bear
upon Pope Gregory XVI; but
why did France and Austria
join in so unfilial and otherwise ungracious a task? Of
course, Louis Philippe, as
true a son of the Revolution
as ever the veriest Jacobin of
the Mountain had been, was
a creature of the secret
societies which had placed
him on the throne of Henry
V; but he was not entirely
destitute of Catholic sentiments, and he knew that the
immense majority of his
countrymen were as sympathetic with the anxieties of
the Roman Pontiff as the
subjects of St. Louis could
have been. Austria was
Catholic and legitimist, even
though the cabinet of Metternich did contain avowed
Masons of high degree; and
although she was constantly
on the watch for some opportunity for stealing the
Legations from the PopeKing, her emperor did not
cultivate the traditions of his
German predecessors of the
Holy Roman Empire to such
an extent as to wish to
despoil the Pontiff of all the
Patrimony of Peter. The fact
is that the French and
Austrian cabinets of that
period vied with each other
in an endeavor to secure the
permanent support of the
Masonic Lodges. Mazzini
had been trying to obtain a -

point d'appui in these same
Lodges for his society of
"Young Italy," and its kindred associations of "Young
Germany" and "Young
Switzerland." If the cabinets
of France and Austria could
exclude the terrible Italian
from the benefits of the more
"conservative" Masonic
Lodges, they would probably
ward off from themselves the
effects of the blow which
"Young Italy" was about to
deal against the Pope-King.
Masonry was necessarily to
be satisfied; therefore the
French and Austrian cabinets
proposed their species of
capitulation to Gregory XVI.
We abstain from dilating
here on the matter of Mazzini and his "Young Italy,"
as plentiful occasion will be
furnished when we treat of
the reign of Pius IX; we
simply note that Mazzini, by
his foundation of the journal
entitled Young Italy, and by
his simultaneous inauguration of the society bearing
the same name, had
separated from the Constitutional Carbonarism of the
Restoration, and had inexorably cut his political and
social ship adrift from
everything papal, royal, or
aristocratic; having resolved
to establish a unitarian
republic in Italy as the sole
reliable means, according to
his fancy, of procuring liberty for the "sons of the ancient Romans." His success
as a political propagandist
was phenomenal; and ere
Gregory XVI had reached his

would help to procure an amicable
settlement of the dissensions between the Pope and his subjects. The
papal government not having done
anything that it should have done to
calm the discontent, the trouble has
increased, especially because of the
disappointment caused by the failure
of the late negotiations in Rome.
Failure has attended on the efforts
made by the five powers, during the
last •year, and more, to establish

tranquility in the Roman States: the
hope of seeing the populations
voluntarily submissive to the power
of the sovereign is no nearer realization than it was at the beginning of
the negotiations. In these circumstances the undersigned has
been ordered to declare that the
English government has no more
hope of success, and that there being
no longer any reason for the
presence of the undersigned in

third year of reign, Italy appeared to be writhing fitfully
over a volcano.
he generality of historians inform us
that the Caliph
Omar-ben-Akhattib
wantonly burned the great
Library of Alexandria; and
while they seem to be ignorant of the many good
reasons for a belief that at

throes of his anxieties which
had been entailed by the
revolt in the Romagna, when
there came to him from
refined and cultivated Paris
information of an act of vandalism more condemnable
than any ever excogitated by
either Arab or Hun, or even
by a follower of Genseric.
For our account of this
achievement of the allied

"Gregory XVI was in the throes of his anxieties which had been entailed by the revolt
in the Romagna, when there came to him
from refined and cultivated Paris information of an act of vandalism more condemnable than any ever excogitated by either
Arab or Hun, or even by a follower of
Genseric."
the time of Omar there was
no library in Alexandria of
any great value," they all
grow eloquent in a denunciation of a vandalism which
they declare this glorious
nineteenth century to be incapable of perpetrating.
Gregory XVI was in the

forces of Masonry and
mobocracy, we shall not rely
on any legitimist or "clerical" evidence; the pages
of Louis Blanc, one of
the most energetic of the
defenders of the principles of
1789, are before us. "It was
by order of the magistrates

"It was the work of a moment to level an
altar, to smash a pulpit, to pull the statues
of the saints from their pedestals, to reduce
the holy pictures to shreds ... The sacristy
was ransacked, and vandal buffoons
donned the sacerdotal vestments."

Rome, he has been ordered to return
to his post in Florence. The undersigned has been told to express the
regret that fills his heart because he
has seen nothing done, during the
past year and a half, for the reestablishment of tranquility in Italy.
The English government foresees
that if the present course is pursued,
new and more serious troubles will
occur in the Roman States and their
consequences will be multiplied and

will become dangerous to the peace
of Europe. If unfortunately this anticipation is verified. England at
least will be free from all responsibility for the evils which will have
been entailed because of the Pope's
rejection of the wise and persistent
advice of the English cabinet."
10

For proofs, see our apposite
articles in the Ave Maria, Vols. XI.
and XLI.
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of the city that the cross on
the church of Saint-Germainl'Auxerrois was hurled from
its pinnacle. The soldiers of
the regular army were apparently hiding themselves;
and the National Guards, so
ardent in protecting the
shops, left a clear path to the
mob who had started to
pillage the churches. It was
the work of a moment to
level an altar, to smash a
pulpit, to pull the statues of
the saints from their
pedestals, to reduce the holy
pictures to shreds. ...The
sacristy was ransacked, and
vandal buffoons donned the
sacerdotal
vestments."
When the royal usurper was
informed that the next enterprise of the liberals was to be
an attack on the archiepiscopal residence, he
commanded M. Baude, the
prefect of police, to restrict
his energies to the protection
of the royal palace. As the
revolutionary historian admits: "No measure for the
protection of the archbishop
was taken; but mysterious,
agents mingled with the mob,
and, turning its fury away
from the royal abode, allowed that fury to vent itself
against the archiepiscopal
palace." When a detachment
of the 12th legion of the National Guard, commanded
by Francis Arago, arrived on
the spot, the demolition of
the building was being finished, and the valuable Library
was being annihilated. "It is
impossible to estimate how
much science and art lost by
this wholesale destruction of
rare books and precious
manuscripts. M. Arago, a
witness of the lugubrious
scene, stormed with rage
because he was unable to
prevent this vandalism.
However, he was about to
command his battalion to advance, when he was informed
that authoritative personages
had induced the soldiers to

allow matters to take their
course. Particular mention
was made of Thiers, then
sub-secretary of state in the
Ministry of Finance; and, in
fact, M. Arago perceived
that gentleman promenading
amid the ruins, smiling with
satisfaction." Quite natural-

proclaimed as against the
priesthood, contre la calotte.
When I entered the immense hall where the great
Library had reposed, it was
empty; but, looking out of a
window, I saw in the garden
a heap of books which was
more than twenty feet high, a
remnant of the collection

"...I saw in the garden a heap of books
which was more than twenty feet high, a
remnant of the collection which had not yet
been cast into the river. The guards were
marching majestically on the top of this
mass of literature, ever and anon bayoneting and otherwise lacerating the precious
pages..."
ly, Louis Blanc, a thorough
radical in his most moderate
moments, says as little as the
ascendency of truth will
allow him to say concerning
this systematic devastation
of one of the chief historical and literary glories of
France. Another eye-witness,
however, the famous litterateur, Paul Lacroix, gives
many details of the vandalism." "The destruction
of the Archiepiscopal Library of Paris must be recorded as one of the exploits of the National
Guard." The uniformed and
un-uniformed devastators
formed a line reaching from
the Library to the river; and
the doomed volumes were
passed from hand to hand,
lacerated on the way, and
then flung into the water.
"More than 30,000 volumes
of the most valuable books in
the world were thus treated,
while the mob vented its joy
in insensate shouts. The 12th
legion of the National Guard
was the plus peuple of all the
legions of that body; and it
heartily sympathized with the
vengeance which was openly
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which had not yet been cast
into the river. The guards
were marching majestically
on the top of this mass of
literature, ever and anon
bayoneting and otherwise
lacerating the precious pages.
...In a -few moments not a
volume of the grand collection remained."" The few
Catholics who admire Thiers
may not place much faith in
the picture of their hero
drawn by Louis Blanc; but
they must know that in 1849
Michel de Bourges, speaking
in the National Assembly,
reminded the chameleon-like
statesman that when they
were both students in law,
they swore, at the same time,
hatred to monarchy in very

"

See the lntermediaire des
Chercheurs et Curieux for January
15, 1864; also the Etudes Religieuses
for some extracts from the narrative
of M. Lacroix.

12
History of Ten Years
(1830-1840) Vol. 11., p. 284.
13
On Dec. 1, 1872, when
Thiers was president of the Third
French Republic, the Provence, a

piquant (sic) circumstances:
"M. Adolph Thiers held the
crucifix while I took the
oath, and I held the same
crucifix while he swore to the
same effect."°Thë truth is
that in his Orleanist monarchical days, Thiers also
merited the rebuke which the
republican, Trélat, administered to his prosecutors
during the famous trials of
April, 1839: "There is here a
judge who consecrated ten
years of his life to develop
republican sentiments in the
minds of young men. I
myself have seen him brandishing a dagger while he
delivered a eulogy on Brutus.
Does not that man feel that
much of the responsibility
for our acts rests with him?
Without his republican eloquence, would we be here? I
see before me many of my
old comrades of the Carbonari, and I hold in my
hands the oath which one of
them took. And they want to
condemn me for my fidelity
to my oath."
roceeding now to
to the questions of
a religious nature
which were agitated
during the pontificate of
Gregory XVI we must say a
few words about Hermesianism, which then caused
much trouble, although now
its very name is almost unknown, even to many lovers
of the recondite. Its author,
George Hermes, was born in
1775, in the principality of
Munster, in Germany. We

p

journal of Aix, recalled this and
similar facts in the career of the
great little man, and none of his
numerous ex-monarchical friends attempted to refute the charges. The
Provence quoted from the Presse,
the Credit, and the Opinion Pub/ique to show that in 1849 the oath of
Thiers against monarchy was public
property.

learn from his writings that
toward the end of his
scholastic career, he conceived certain doubts concerning
God, revelation, and immortality. He professed great admiration for Kant, who had
proved, according to him,
that "the olden metaphysics
had no solid foundation";
but, nevertheless, he cared
little for the Kantian system,
feeling that Fichte had
demonstrated that "the
philosophy of Kant could not
be defended." Raised to the
priesthood in 1799, Hermes
taught successively in the
Universities of Munster and
Bonn until his death in 1831.
His system was vaunted by
himself and his disciples as a
reconciliation of the Catholic
Faith with what he qualified
as "the interests of human
thought"; he fancied that he
had created a rigorously
philosophical demonstration
of the truth of all Catholic
doctrine. In his problematically laudable enterprise, Hermes had thrown
aside, as it were, and for the
nonce, all that he really
believed, and all that he
knew, in matter of religion;
he granted, for the moment,
the truth of the supposition
that in the universe there is
nothing certainly true—not
only no certainly true
Catholic Church, but no
other evident truth, such as
that of the existence of God,
of the existence of this world,
etc. From a base of operations, therefore, which was
nothing more nor less than
positive and universal doubt,
Hermes entered on a campaign with no other weapons
than those furnished by his
human intelligence; but the
reader must not confound
this universal doubt of the
German speculativist with
the methodical doubt of the
Father of Modern Philosophy, Descartes. The doubt
exercised by the French

philosopher turned on metaphysical, not on moral
certitude; he admitted,
because of the moral
evidence in their favor,
things which an absence of
metaphysical proof would
have led him to reject; he excluded from his doubt, and
most formally, not only
those first principles which
are universally admitted, and
which he regarded as innate
in the intellect of man, but
also all the truths of divine
faith and of the supernatural
order; in fine, the methodical
doubt of Descartes had
nothing in common with the
scepticism toward which the
less logical mind, and
especially the less precise
habit of formulating his
mental conceptions, led the
German dreamer. The infelicitous inability of Hermes
to express himself with
lucidity, even in contingencies when his personal orthodoxy was involved, led
Gregory XVI to remark, in a
letter to Elvenich, a most enthusiastic Hermesian: "I
have read, examined, and
weighed—legi, examinavi,
perpendi—.his doctrine.
Hermes was undoubtedly a
man of pure morality, and
there can be no doubt as to
his personal orthodoxy; but
it may be that he was unable
to explain his thoughts
always in that precise manner
which is indispensable in
theology." Hermes flattered
himself, and his disciples applauded him, for having
made a wonderful discovery;
namely, a hitherto hidden or
ignored principle by means
of which man could attain,
by successive steps of
rigorous demonstration, to
all truth—simple, religious,
Catholic—a principle which
would compel every investigator to admit that
either there exists no truth
whatever, or that truth is
Catholicism. After a patient

examination of this specious
but evidently dangerous assumption, Pope Gregory
XVI condemned it in a Brief
issued on September 26,
1835, from which we make
the following synopsis:
"Among the teachers of error may be numbered George
Hermes, who, departing
most rashly from the path
which universal tradition and
the Fathers have traced for
the explanation and defense

istence of God; when he
speculates on the essence of
God, on His holiness,
justice, and liberty; when he
talks of the end which God
proposes to Himself in those
works which theologians
designate as ad extra; when
he touches the necessity and
distribution of grace, and the
matter of rewards and
punishments; and when he
descants on our first parents,
on original sin, and on the

"In the Universities of Munster, Bonn, and
Breslau, the professors were nearly all
Hermesians; nearly all the clergy were infected with the poison; and in Prussia, then
at variance with the Holy See because of
the question of mixed marriages, the power
of the government was used to further the
progress of anything that Rome condemned."
of the truths of faith; who,
even despising and haughtily
condemning that path; has
opened a road of darkness
which leads to many different errors by establishing
positive doubt as the basis of
all theological investigation,
and by declaring as a principle that reason is the sole
means by which man can attain to the knowledge of
supernatural truth. ...This
author wanders in his notions. He advances ideas
which are absurd and utterly
at variance with the doctrines
of the Catholic Church,
especially when he treats of
the nature and the rule of
faith; when he speaks of the
Holy Scriptures, tradition,
revelation, and the primacy
'in the Church; when he
assigns the motives of
credibility; when he describes
the ordinary arguments for
the demonstration of the ex-

capabilities of fallen man.
These works'4 must be condemned, as containing doctrines and propositions
which are respectively false,
rash, captious, leading to
scepticism and indifferentism, erroneous, scandalous,
destructive to divine faith,
redolent of heresy, and
already condemned by the
Church." During two years,
little or no attention was paid
in Germany to this Brief. In
the Universities of Munster,
'Bonn, and Breslau, the professors were nearly all
Hermesians: nearly all the
clergy were infected with the
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The principal works of
Hermes are The Internal Truth of
Christianity, Munster, 1805; an Introduction to Philosophy, 1825: a
Positive Introduction. 1829; and his
Dogmax. 1834.
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poison: and in Prussia, then
at variance with the Holy See
because of the question of
mixed marriages, the power
of the government was used
to further the progress of
anything that Rome condemned But in 1837, Mgr.
Droste-Wischering, an intrepid prelate, having been
appointed to the see of Cologne, issued a pastoral
prescribing obedience to the
pontifical decision, and
ordering that eighteen accompanying anti-Hermesian
propositions should be signed by all the professors and
students in his jurisdiction,
as well as by all those having
care of souls. Many of the
recalcitrants appealed to the
king; and on November 20,
the archbishop was thrust into a mail-coach, and conducted by a troop of
dragoons to the fortress of
Minden. Then the government convoked the Chapter
for the election of an administrator of the diocese of
Cologne; and the canons servilely chose the royal candidate, thus securing the
restoration of all the Hermesians to the places from
which Droste-Wischering
had expelled them. Elvenich,
Braun, and many other
Hermesians, continued for
years to plead their cause at
Rome; always insisting that
the condemnation of their
opinions was a defence of the
doctrine of Lamennais. But
Cardinal Lambruschini, the
Jesuits, Perrone and
Roothan, and all other
Roman theologians who
took part in the correspondence, needed to
merely paraphrase the reply
which Gregory XVI emitted:
"Both parties are in error;
they who attribute everything
to faith and leave nothing to
reason, and they who claim
everything for reason and
grant nothing to faith."

Thirty-five years after
Gregory thus expressed
himself, the Nineteenth
General Council in its Constitution Dei Filius (Chap.
IV), circumscribed the
respective missions of faith
and reason when it said that
reason demonstrates the
foundations of faith; and,
enlightened by faith, it
develops a knowledge of
divine, things—Ratio fidel
fun damenta demonstret,
ejusque lumine illustratà,
rerum divinarum scientiam
excolat. "But until the Council of the Vatican had put an
end to all discussions on this
matter among men of good
faith, there were many who
took advantage of the condemnations which they liked,
in order to advance theories
which were equally amenable
to censure; for instance, Bantain and Bonnetty in France,
and certain less celebrated
writers in Germany."
hile Hermesians
of Germany were
displaying
a
Protestant-like
obstinacy in regard to the
Gregorian Brief which had
condemned the vagaries of
their master, an equally enthusiastic school in France
was furnishing to them an example of becoming docility
to the decisions of the
Roman Pontiff. Louis Bautain, born in Paris in 1796,
entered the Superior Normal
College in 1814, and had for
his teachers such men as
Cousin and Royer-Collard.
In 1817 he obtained the chair
of philosophy in the Royal
College of Strasbourg, and
his lectures soon procured
for him a wide reputation for
eloquence and solidity of
thought. An avowed deist, a
severe sickness taught him
the value of religion, and he
became an ardent Catholic,
devoting his talent and

energies to the production of
works, of which his Morality
of the Gospel Compared
with the Morality of the
Philosophers (1827) may be
regarded as a sample. The
conversion of Bautain was
followed by that of many of
his admirers, among whom
we may mention three
Israelites, Ratisbonne,16
Goschler, and Lewal. These
disciples, together with a
young man who was destined
to celebrity as Father Gratry
of the Oratory, and another
who in time became Cardinal
de Bonnechose, followed
their master into the
priesthood; and Mgr.
Legappe de Trévern, bishop
of Strasbourg, confided his
preparatory seminary to their
care. But very soon it was
rumored that an unsound
philosophy was being taught
by the new professors; and
having investigated, the
bishop requested the Abbé
Bautain to subscribe the
following six propositions. I.
Reason can demonstrate with
certainty the existence of
God. Faith, a gift of heaven,
is posterior to revelation;
therefore it cannot properly
be adduced to an atheist as a
proof of the existence of
God. II. The Mosaic Revelation is proved with certainty
by the oral and written tradition of the Synagogue and of
Christianity. III. The argument of Christian Revelation, based on the miracles of
Jesus Christ, so convincing

to the eye-witness (of those
miracles) has lost none of its
force for subsequent generations. We find this proof in
the oral and written tradition
of all Christians. IV. We
have no right to expect an incredulist to admit the resurrection of our Divine Saviour
before we have given to him
certain proofs of it; and these
proofs are derived by reasonings from tradition. V. The
use of reason precedes faith,
and through revelation and
grace reason leads men to
faith. VI. Reason can prove
with certainty the Revelation
given by Moses to the Jews,
and by Jesus Christ to the
Christians. From these propositions, intended to contradict the peculiar theories
of Bautain, the reader will
perceive that the fundamental principle of the wellmeaning professor was that
without faith, we can be sure
of nothing, not even of the
existence of God. Although
similar to the error of
Lamennais on the same subject, this theory should not
be confounded with that of
the great unfortunate. Both
Lamennais and Bautin wished to humiliate individual
reason, and indeed they had
both annihilated it; but while
the former admitted the
testimony of men as a
criterion of truth, and claimed that the sensus communis
is the same as that of the
Church, the latter discerned
no certainty without the aid
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his baptism, which occured in 1826.
He founded the society of Our Lady
of Sion, destined to the conversion
of Jews, in 1842. His younger
brother, who took as a Christian the
name of Alphonse-Marie, was not
converted until 1842; and he ascribed his change to a miraculous
apparition of Our Lady to him in the
church of San Andrea delle Fratte in
Rome. See The Three Romes by
Mgr. Gaume, Vol. 11., pp. 173.
Paris, 1847.

The article on Hermesianism, written by Mattes for the
Church Lexicon of Wetzer and
Welte, is especially notable for this
propensity. See the article on the
same subject in Le Noir's Adaptation of the Dictionary of Bergier to
the Intellectual Movement of the
First Half of the Nineteenth Century. Paris, 1880
16
This Ratisbonne, the elder,
took the name of Marie-Theodore at

0
1 4e iaøman Q1at1u1ic page 15

of divine faith. Bautain contended that the Holy Scriptures "contain everything
that is true, and everything
that is good"; that is, he
would have told men to
regard the Bible as the sole
criterion of truth, even
though he frequently lauded
the worth of tradition. The
reply of Bautain to the demand of his bishop was unsatisfactory; and after many
efforts to bring the professor
into more orthodox ways,
the prelate referred the affair
to the Holy See. Gregory
XVI gave his decision in a
Brief dated December 20,
1834, confirming the judgment of the bishop. Immediately after he was informed that "Rome had spoken," Bautain signed the six
propositions; and accompanied by the Abbé Bonnechose, he went to Rome,
there to confirm his act of
submission. When he returned to Strasbourg, he
declared: "We departed
from Rome with hearts ful}
and light, as happens to all
who have done their duty.9 "7
uring nearly the
whole of his pontificate, the paternal heart of Gregory XVI was afflicted by the
persecution visited by the
government of Prussia on
its Catholic subjects, because
of their desire to obey the
laws of the Church in the
matter of mixed marriages.
The dangers which are nearly
always attendant on these
unions had been immensely
aggravated in 1803, when it
was ordered by His Prussian
Majesty that thereafter the
Catholic party should not exact from the Protestant one a
solemn promise that all
children of the union should

D
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L 'Am! de la Religion, Vol.
LXXXI., p. 305, 387, 418, 448.
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we would become guilty of a marriage with any religustheinous crime before God ious ceremony; he must
abstain
abstain
from
any
act
which
and His Church, if we were
to authorize you or the might seem to imply that
pastors in your dioceses to he has given his consent
act in any way which might to the union. In fine, all that
justify the conclusion that if can be tolerated in these
the Church does not formally cases is that the pastors, for
approve mixed marriages, the sake of avoiding greater
she at least approves them in- evils, may suffer the unions
directly and in reality. Each to be contracted in their
time, therefore, that a presence; that they may cerCatholic, especially a tify in the Registry of Marwoman, wishes to espouse a riages, that the union has
non-Catholic, the pastor or been validly accomplished;
bishop must instruct him or but that they shall beware of
approving these illicit unions
by any act of their own,
above all by the use of any
prayer or rite of the
Church." All of the bishops
"During nearly the whole of his ponof Prussia were not faithful
to their duty in enforcing this
tificate, the paternal heart of Gregory XVI
Brief, which as Gregory XVI
was afflicted by the persecution visited by
wrote, when commenting on
the government of Prussia on its Catholic
it in 1837, "pushed its indulgence so far, that one
subjects, because of their desire to obey the
might truly say that it reachlaws of the Church in the matter of mixed
ed the boundary line which
could not be passed without
marriages."
violations of duty." But
while the bishops of Treves,
Munster, Breslau, and
Paderborn compromised
on March 25, Pope Pius VIII her in the canonical regula- with the government, Mgr.
replied as follows: "You tions concerning marriages; Droste-Wischering, as we
know full well the horror and they must warn him or have seen, and the Polish
which the Church entertains her of the guilt which is in- prelate, Mgr. Dunin of
for mixed marriages, unions curred by a Catholic who Giesen and Posen, suffered
which entail so many dares to violate these imprisonment for their fidelispiritual deformities and canonical regulations by ty to conscience. When,
dangers. Precisely because of entering into a union, the despite the chicaneries and
this horror, the Church has consequence of which will be even perfidies of the Prussian
always insisted on obedience that the education of the cabinet, and of its amto those canons which pro- resulting children will depend bassador in Rome, Bunsen,
hibit those alliances. It is true entirely on the will of the the true state of affairs was
that sometimes the Roman non-Catholic parent. This made known to Gregory
Pontiffs have derogated salutary warning must be XVI, he stigmatized the infrom this prohibition; but repeated, according as justice of the tyrant in Berlin
they so acted because of very prudence may dictate, as the in a language so energetic,
grave reasons, and with the marriage-day approaches. that even the delinquent
utmost reluctance. Again, Then, if the paternal prelates were brought to a
they never failed to insert in counsels of the pastor have sense of their episcopal
the dispensations explicit not been heeded, that pastor obligations. On his deathconditions that there should will indeed abstain from any bed in November, 1836, the
be no danger of perversion censure of persons by name, bishop of Treves had already
for the Catholic party, and simply in order to preserve announced that he rejected
that all the progeny of both religion from greater evils; the agreement with the
sexes should be trained in the but, on the other hand, the government into which he
Cathoic religion. Therefore pastor must not honor the and his three companions in
be raised as Catholics. This
iniquitous law, which deprived the Prussian Catholics of
that free exercise of their
religion which had been
assured to them by many
treaties, was renewed in
1815; and after many years
of suffering, the bishops of
Prussia besought the Holy
See to devise, if possible,
some means of satisfying
their tyrannical government
without prejudice to Catholic
duty. This appeal was made
in the beginning of 1830, and
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weakness had entered; and
now the bishops of Munster
and Paderborn followed his
example. The bishop of
Breslau heeded the exhortation of the Pontiff, and
resigned his diocese. A
general reaction occurred
among the pastors who had
been timid in the face of civil
power; and in 1838 the king,
Frederick William III, deemed it the part of prudence to
issue a decree whereby he admitted that it pertained to the
bishop alone to judge as to
what marriages in his diocese
could receive the priestly
benediction. Gregory XVI,
wishing to give an objectlesson in this important matter to the Catholic world,
caused an official account of
the whole affair, together.
with all the documents which
it had originated, to be
published in Rome. When
Frederick William IV
mounted the Prussian throne
(1840), our Pontiff had the
satisfaction of learning that
the new monarch condescended to allow the
bishops in his dominions to
hold direct relations with the
Father of Christendom;
thereafter, decreed the king,
the prelates should not be
obliged to submit every iota
of their correspondence with?
Rome to the good Protestant
judgment of the royal prime
minister.18
he religious condition of Spain afflicted the heart of.
Gregory XVI during
his entire pontificate. Under
the Napoleonic domination,:
two-thirds of the religious
establishments in that preeminently Catholic land had
been confiscated; some of
the Religious Orders had.
been entirely suppressed;,
many of the bishops and:
their Chapters had been led
either by fear or by bribery to

T

receive the Articles of 1682.
When Ferdinand VII was
restored to his throne, he reestablished religious affairs
in their olden condition; but
in 1821 the false "liberalism" of the time imposed
on him a revolutionary Constitution which led men to
fear that the days of Aranda had returned."' Immediately after the birth of
the Princess Isabella in 1830,
the influence of her mother,
Maria Christina of Naples,
induced Ferdinand VII to
abolish the Salic Law, to the
prejudice of the legitimate
heir to the crown, his brother
Don Carlos. Ferdinand died
in 1833, and the three-yearold Isabella was proclaimed
queen, under the regency of
her mother. Then "liberalism" and all its attendant
miseries became the order of
the day in Spain; translations
of every pre-eminently antiCatholic or atheistic work
were diffused throughout the
land, and every other means
for the demoralization of the
Spanish people was adopted.
This revocation of that
clause of the Salic Law,
whereby a female was debarred from the Spanish throne,
and which had been brought
to the peninsula by its first
Bourbon king, the grandson
of Louis XIV, is so intimately connected with all the ecclesiastical as well as the
political vicissitudes of the
Land of the Cid during the
last seventy years, that a
brief narration of the means
by which the abolition was
effected will not be foreign to
the purposes of our work.
During the usurpation of the
Spanish throne by Joseph
Bonaparte, his French officers were indefatigable in
their endeavors to propagate
the ethics of Freemasonry,
and thus to un-Hispanize a
people who could not otherwise be conquered. A certain
amount of success was at-

tamed, for men of the stamp
of Llorente, the Josephist
writer on the Spanish Inquisition, are always to be
found in every land; but to
the immense mass of the
Spanish people a Freemason
remained synonymous with a
Frenchified Iberian, one who
was practically a traitor to
his country, an Afrancesado
who was stench to the
nostrils of a Spanish patriot.
When the curtain fell on the
Napoleonic drama, the weak
hold of Freemasonry on
Spain became still more feeble; and the "liberalization"
of the Spanish throne
became a matter of life or
death for the Lodges. Other
than a Masonic brain might
have excogitated the plot
which was now conceived;
but none other than Masonic
engineering could have executed it. During the year
1824 there was circulated
among the Lodges an instruction from the Grand
Orient, in which the following passage occurred: "In the
present emergency, we
should put forth greater efforts than ever to produce
discord in the families of the
despots. Throughout the entire extent of the Peninsula
the Lodges must spread the
report that malcontent
royalists have conspired to
dethrone Ferdinand VII and
to proclaim Don Carlos as
king; that the older brothers
of the king are accomplices
in this design; and that the
frequent visits of numerous
royalists to the residences of
the Infantes have no other
"L' Ami de la Religion, Vol. LXXXIV and CJ—ALZOG: Vol. III. p.
529, 539.
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See our Vol. IV., p. 468.
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The entire text of this instruction is given in the History of
Secret Societies in Spain, by V. de
La Fuente, Vol. III., p.662, etseqq.
Madrid, 1850.

object .2o aThe diabolic order
was obeyed. In 1826, Spain
was deluged with what purported to be copies of pronunciamientOS emanating
from royalist societies, and
insisting on the substitution
of Don Carlos for his brother
on the throne of Spain. All
of these incendiary documents were composed and
printed in London, to which
city the leaders of the
Spanish adepts of Square
and Triangle had fled .21 King
Ferdinand began to mistrust
his brother; the masses of the
people knew not what to expect or what to fear. Don
Carlos himself, a man of
elevated character, sincerely
religious, and of unimi peachable morality, was
respected even by the
Freemasons, and was loved
by all of orthodox Spain; he
was the presumptive heir to
the crown, since the three
successive marriages of the
king had furnished no
prince-royal. Naturally the
king was jealous of this
brother who was so greatly
loved, and who seemed
destined to succeed him; but
when the Masonic trap was
sprung, Ferdinand quickly
recalled to mind the many instances of independence of
judgment which Don Carlos
had displayed, and the
allegations of the sectarians
were credited. However, the
calumniated prince demanded an investigation; more
than a thousand persons
were interrogated, and the
accused emerged triumphant
from the ordeal. But the

See The Revolutions of
Spain from 1808 to the End of 1836,
With Biographical Sketches of the
Most Distinguished Personages, and
a Narrative of the War in the Peninsula, Down to the Present Time,
from the Most Authentic Sources,
by W. Walton; Vol. 1., p. 363. London, 1837.
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Lodges were not dismayed. absence of Carlotta, who was from that moment the Carlist government de facto,
On May 18, 1829, death then in Andalusia, he signed flag was unfurled. While the prescinding entirely from the
claimed Queen Amelia, the a codicil to his will, revoking king was dying, but ap- question of abstract rights.
pious third wife of Ferdinand the unjust abolition. The ex- parently able to give sane He had proclaimed the
VII; and on June 19, the ecution of this codicil was to directions, every member of necessity of this procedure in
monarch, conquered by the have remained a secret bet- the Ministry was dismissed, reference to the Mexicans
arguments of his sister-inlaw, Carlotta, daughter of
King Francis I, of the Two
Sicilies, made a demand on
"However, the prudent policy of the Pope did not conciliate those
that sovereign for the hand of
whom the votaries of the Dark Lantern had blinded. In 1834 the
Carlotta's sister, Maria
Christina. The marriage was
cholera appeared in Madrid; and simultaneously the 'Liberals'
celebrated on December 15th
spread the report that the priests, and of course the Jesuits especially,
of the same year; and great
had poisoned the water-sources. On July 17 a furious mob attacked
was the rejoicing in the
Lodges, for several of the
the Jesuit College, and massacred several of the fathers, using in
Neapolitan Bourbons had
some cases refinements of tortures which would have done credit to
been enticed into the
Masonic meshes, and it was
the minions of the English Elizabeth and Cromwell."
well known that Maria
Christina was not free from
the contagion, although she
had not given herself, like ween His Majesty and the and his place was filled by and South Americans in his
Carlotta, in bondage to the Minister, Calomarde; but some pet of the Lodges; and Bull Sollicitudo Ecciesiarum,
Brethren of the Three there were too many adepts a decree of amnesty, recall- dated August 31, 1831; and
Points.22 In last analysis, all of the Square and Triangle in ing to Spain all the exiled sec- precisely because, as
the miseries of Spain during the palace. Carlotta was in- tarians, was promulgated. Wiseman remarked: "At the
the last seven decades may be formed of the danger King Ferdinand VII died in moment when changes were
charged to the Princess threatening the Masonic 1833, and with the regency of rapidly made in government
Carlotta, the willing instru- scheme; she hastened her Queen Christina, under the and dynasties, and when
ment of the Lodges. Soon return to La Granja; and aid- aegis of Freemasonry, there sceptres passed from hand to
after the birth of the Infanta ed by Christina, she so wor- began in Spain the most hand with the rapidity of
Isabella, the king was beseig- ried the vacillating monarch, unhappy period of her magical or illusory exhibied by the two sisters with en- then stretched on his bed of history, a period of civil war tions, it was at once bold and
treaties for an abolition of death, that the codicil was and chronic revolution, and prudent to lay down simple
the Salic Law, so that in the cancelled, and Don Carlos one the end of which no man principles by which the judgevent of no male issue being was summoned to acknow- can foresee.23
ment of the Holy See might
born to His Majesty by ledge the baby Isabella as
ope Gregory XVI be easily anticipated; at the
Christina, the royal diadem his future sovereign. The
recognized the new same time that it kept itself
might devolve, not on Don prince protested that he
government
of clear of all internal disputes
Carlos, but on his niece. The would defend with the
Spain, just as he had and embarrassing appeals
decree was issued; but armed hand his own rights recognized those of the during actual contests."
remorse soon seized on Fer- and the true inter- recently revolted Spanish- However, the prudent policy
dinand, and profiting by the ests of the Spanish people; American colonies; that is, as
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LA FUENTh; Loc. cit., Vol.
1., p. 510-599.
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If we rely on the knowledge
possessed by the Masonic Grand
Orient of Spain, there were no traces
of Masonry in the Peninsula before
1728. In June and September, 1875,
that esteemed Masonic authority,
the Monde Maconnique, published a
long communication from the
Spanish Grand Orient, in which we
read: "the first traces of Masonry in
Spain are those of a propaganda by

that Masonry which was reformed in
England in 1717, receiving the name
of philosophical (See our Vol. IV.,
p. 411). ...In a quarterly meeting of
these English brethren, held on
Wednesday, April 17, 1728, in the
Crown Tavern near the London
Stock Exchange, the delegate of the
Grand Orient communicated a letter
from some Masons of Madrid and
other places in Spain, in which it was
told how advantage had been taken
of the presence of the Duke of
Wharton (sic), in order to found a
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Lodge named Matritense in the
street Ancha de San Bernardo. This
Lodge met on the first Sunday of
every month. The letter is dated Jan.
15, 1728: and it was signed by
Philip, Duke of Wharton (sic),
delegate of the Grand-Master: by
Charles de Labelye, Venerable by
Richardi, First Vigilant; etc., etc.
Therefore, the first authentic trace
of Spanish Masonry, attested by
documents still existing in Madrid
and in London, shows that the institution began here, just as in

France, through a delegation from
the English Grand-Masteri and that
a Frenchman was the first
Venerable." The reader must not
forget that it was not until ten years
after this birth of Spanish Masonry,
that the Order was condemned by
the Church. This fact will account
readily for what would otherwise be
inexplicable—that Masonry should
have been able to establish itself,
though never so slightly, on Spanish
soil.

of the Pope did not conciliate
those whom the votaries of
the Dark Lantern had blinded. In 1834 the cholera appeáred in Madrid; and
simultaneously the "Liberals" spread the report that
the priests, and of course the
Jesuits especially, had
poisoned the water-sources.
On July 17th a furious mob
attacked the Jesuit College,
and massacred several of the
fathers, using in some cases
refinements of tortures
which would have done
credit to the minions of the
English Elizabeth and
Cromwell. Similar scenes
were also enacted at the
establishments of the
Dominicans, Franciscans,
and Fathers of Mercy. In
1835 the same panorama of
"liberalism" was exhibited
in Saragossa, Barcelona,
Cordova, and many minor
cities. In 1836, under the
cloak of the authority of the
six-year-old Isabella, the
Masonic Ministry confiscated all the property of
the Religious Orders; and
then came the turn of the
secular clergy. Hundreds of
the, priests and many of the
bishops were banished;
churches, asylums, and
hospitals were pillaged. On
February 1, 1836, and on
several occasions during the
following five years, the
Pope begged for the prayers
of Christendom in behalf of
the afflicted Church of
Spain. To the first Allocution of the Pontiff, the
Masonic tool and champion,
Espartero, replied with a
manifesto which characteriz-,
ed the papal complaint as
"offensive to Spanish honor,
and a declaration of war."
All relations with the Holy
See were suspended; and the
vacant sees were filled by
persons named by the
government, and installed by
force. But the "Duke of Vic-

tory" was banished from
Spain; and when, in 1844,
the majority of Isabella II
placed, to some extent, the
reins of power in her own
hands, comparative peace
was restored to the Spanish
Church. We must note,
however, that no restoration
of the stolen ecclesiastical
property was made; postReformation history shows
that just as in England, Germany, and the Scandinavian
countries, so in Catholic
countries which have
periodically succumbed to
Masonic rule, the grip of the
state on Church property is
never loosened, once that it
has been effected .24
ortugal also was the
occasion of much
sorrow and anxiety to Gregory XVI.
Just as in the case of Spain,
the Napoleonic fever and its
accompanying Masonic
eruptions had left the patient
on the verge of both political
and spiritual death. The
reader will remember that
when the armies of Napoleon
invaded Portugal in 1807, the
regent, afterward King John
VI, fled to the most promising of the Portuguese colonies, Brazil, leaving to
England the task of defending his native land. The fall
of Napolean having restored
to him his European crown,
Dom Juan preferred to remain in Rio Janeiro, styling
himself "King of Portugal,
Brazil, and the Algarves";
thus reducing, as it were, his
European dominions to the

24
For interesting details concerning the vicissitudes of the
Church of Spain during the pontificate of Gregory XVI., see L'Ami
de la Religion, Vol. XXIII., p.
82-93; Henrion: History, Vol. XIII.,
p. 253. et seqq.

condition of a quasidependency on an American
state. The Portuguese bore
the absence of the royal court
with bad grace; the agents of
the Dark Lantern found their
task easy when they incited
the mob to a revolution; nor
did the promulgation of a
new Constitution, that
panacea of the "liberals" for
all political evils, and for the
introduction of which John
VI made the long voyage
from his loved Brazil, please
the majority of the nation.
When John VI died in 1826,
his eldest son and heir, Dom
Pedro, avowing that, like his
father, he preferred Brazil as
a home and as a kingdom,
resigned the crown of Portugal to his daughter, Dona
Maria da Gloria; and with
the resignation he presented
to his Portuguese subjects,
by way of parting gift, a
presumably glorious second
Constitution which he had
imitated from the French
Charte which was then not
very much loved or respected
by the subjects of Charles X.
When passing the crown of
Portugal to his daughter,
Dom Pedro had chosen to ignore a fundamental law of
the kingdom, which, voted
by the Cortes in 1641, and
confirmed by letters-patent
of King John IV on
September 12, 1642, decreed'
that if the Portuguese
monarch should ever don a
second crown, that of Portugal should pass to his
nearest male kinsman. This
kinsman, in the present case,
was Dom Miguel, a brother
of Dom Pedro, whom that
monarch had constituted
regent during the minority of
Dona Maria da Gloria. The
national sentiment called on
Dom Miguel to assert his
right; and as soon as the
British forces had departed,
that prince convoked the
Cortes. Dom Pedro was pronounced a foreigner, because

of his now separate kingdom
of Brazil; therefore he could
not pass the crown of Portugal to his daughter;
therefore, but also because
of the fundamental law of
1642, Dom Miquel was proclaimed king of Portugal in
July, 1828. The Lodges put
forth all their strength to prevent the triumph of "absolutism" in the person of Dom
Miguel; but in the civil war
which ensued, although the
power and money of
England aided the "liberals"
the legitimate monarch
everywhere triumphed, and
had not the French Revolution of 1830 occurred, his
reign would have been consolidated. Louis Philippe, influenced by his natural fear
of legitimacy, and by
England, whose commercial
clutch on Portugal was
threatened by Dom Miguel,
declared for Dona Maria;
and after a gallant struggle
against England, the
dominating powers in
France, and the Brethren of
the Three Points, legitimacy
in Portugal succumbed. The
triumph of the Lodges was
signalized immediately by an
onslaught on the Church. On
September 30, 1833, Pope
Gregory XVI protested, in an
Allocution to the Sacred College, against the banishment
of entire religious communities from Portugal, and
against a decree whereby the
government of Lisbon had
forbidden all religious orders
in its jurisdiction to receive
any more novices. On
August 17, 1834, the Pontiff
complained, in another Allocution, of a law by which all
convents, colleges, hospitals,
and asylums, owned by
religious communities, were
suppressed, all their property
confiscated to the state. The
preamble to this law, said
Gregory, contained a quantity of calumnies, than which
"the most virulent enemy of
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religion and of the holy institutes could not invent
anything more outrageous,
more false and more opposed
by incontestable monuments
of ecclesiastical history."
Truly, the adepts of Square
and Triangle had waxed
strong in Catholic Portugal,
since the first introduction of
their baneful society into that
land in the first years of the
nineteenth century,'5 or
perhaps during the ministry
of the infamous Pombal .16
Probably much of the success of Masonry in Portugal
is due to the fact that in the
time of Pombal very many of
the educated and aristocratic
class were infected with
Jansenism; it is certain that
the famous Jansenist journal, the Nouvelles Ecclesiastiques which we have
already introduced to the
reader,27 was widely circulated in Lisbon. Again, an
ultra cismontanism such as
no Gallican ever accepted
had been rife in Portugal
during many years; as a
"liberal" writer of our day
avows, this spirit had
paralyzed religious zeal in its
possessors.28 Moving in an
atmosphere of Jansenism
and Gallicanism, the votaries
of Masonry could well be
confident that the religious
face which they presented
would not be detested as a
mask. It was in the name of
religion that the Constitutionals, directed by the
Lodges banished the religious orders almost as soon
as Dom Miguel was defeated;
just as in 1862 they expelled
the Sisters of Charity in the
25

According to the Chained'
Union, a Masonic organ much
esteemed by European adepts, the
first Lodges in Portugal were founded by English and French brethren
during the Napoleonic era. See this
journal for 1872-73, p. 581-584.
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Joseph Delvaux, an ec-
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same name. Finally, we must
remember that like the olden
Gnostics and Manicheans,
and like the more modern
Albigenses and Templars,
the adepts of Square and
Triangle had been aided by
the connivance of a no small
portion of the secular clergy.
After the Papacy, the chief
object of the hostility of
Masonry has ever been the
Religious Orders; and in Por-

penetrate into the seminaries,
or into the ranks of the ordained clergy; although, indeed, as in the case of the
German Illuminati," very
many ecclesiastics, some
even of the higher order, suffered themselves to be drawn
into the Lodges. The object
of the conspirators was gained when the greater part of
the Portuguese secular
clergy, bishops as well as

"After the Papacy, the chief object of the
hostility of Masonry has ever been the
religious Orders; and in Portugal especially
care was taken to separate, ostensibly, the
cause of these Orders from that of the
secular clergy."
tugal especially care was
taken to separate, ostensibly
the cause of these Orders
from that of the secular
clergy. Ecclesiastical property, when not owned by
regular communities, was
generally safe in the days of
which we now write; the
privileges of the secular
clergy, the external respect
ostentatiously accorded to
bishops, suffered no diminution; no attempt to detract
from the adventitious
grandeurs of divine worship
was as yet even excogitated.
These tactics blinded the
masses of the Portuguese
people, while they acted as
mental and spiritual
soporifics to such of the
secular clergy as were either
supinely ignorant or profoundly worldly. It was not
necessary for Masonry to

priests, had been implicitly
separated from the centre of
Christian unity; when,
although not self-proclaimed
schismatics, those deluded or
perhaps conscious advocates
of Gallicanism and of German Febronianism had
become champions of all that
the Brethren of the Three
Points wished, at that moment, to actuate. We shall
return to this point when, in
our dissertation on Freemasonry in Latim America we shall have occasion to descant on the melancholy state of religious matters in Brazil during the reign
of Pius IX. One of the
lamentable consequences of
the malevolent attitude of the
Portuguese government of
this period toward the Holy
See was the schism of Goa,
which, to the great detriment

clesiastic of some distinction, who
sojourned in Portugal during the
critical period from 1829 to 1834,
and whose Unedited Letters on the
Restoration of the Jesuits in Portugal were published in Paris in
1866, says: "No one doubts that the
rebels have issued from the Masonic
Lodges. A constant tradition at-

tributes to Pombal the establishment
of the first regular lodge in Lisbon.
It was modelled on those of
England, which he had known while
he was ambassador in that country.
Whether he himself was a Mason,
cannot be verified; but it is indubitable that he and the sect which
he transplanted to Portugal
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of the missionary cause in
Hindostan, was not terminated until our day. The
right of patronage which the
Portuguese cabinet, with no
view to the spiritual welfare
of the peoples of India, insisted on exercising even in
regions where it no longer enjoyed any jurisdiction, had
produced many evils. Many
of the bishops were destitute
of any qualifications for the
episcopate, and many insisted on residing in the more
mothercomfortable
country. Pope Gregory XVI
resolved to strike at the root
of the evil. In 1838 he promulgated the Bull Multa
Png.lare, abolishing all the
Portuguese bishoprics in India, and instituting in their
place a number of Apostolic
Vicariates in immediate
dependence from the Holy
See. The episcopal creatures
of His Most Faithful Majesty's sectarian cabinet
refused to obey the pontifical
decree; the majority of the
Portuguese clergy in India
were equally contumacious;
and many of the people, innocent and dumbfounded,
found themselves drawn into
the vortex of schism.

p
A

the time when
GregoryXVI occuied the pontifical throne, the slavetrade, which in the olden
time had been conducted by
Spaniards, Frenchmen, and
Portuguese, to almost the
same extent as by Englishmen and Hollanders,
was nearly exclusively in the
hands of adventurers, who
prepared the events, the consequences of which we nowbehold."
27

See our Vol. IV., p. 587, in

Note.
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Dc Laveleye, Letters from
Italy. Paris, 1880.
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See our Vol. IV, p. 427.

were either British subjects
or citizens of the then orthodox Puritan regions
around Cape Cod. When the
Pontiff issued, on December
3, 1839, his Bull In Supremo
Apostolatus Fastiglo against
the nefarious traffic in
human beings, he knew that
his words would be heeded
by only a small portion of the
comparatively small contingent of Catholic traders in
human liberty; but he performed his duty in words
even more energetic than
those which, in 1888, the
now reigning Leo XIII used
in a similar contingency. The
Pontiff showed how his
predecessors had always condemned human slavery,
whether that of the negro
race in which nearly all
Europe and America had
been engaged for centuries;
or that of the South
American and Mexican
aborigines, the guilt of
which, during the sixteenth
century, was shared equally
by Spaniards and Portuguese; or, Gregory might
have added, that of the white
race, initiated by the
"pious" Cromwell, and continued by his equally pious
successors in the government
of Protestant England. Pope
Pius II, on October 7, 1462,
had excommunicated the
Portuguese who captured
slaves in Guinea. Paul III,
who had already declared
that any attempted justification of Indian slavery was
"an invention of the
demons," had written, on
May 29, 1537, to the archbishop of Toledo a letter
which, as no occasion for its
presentation occurred when
we were treating of the sixteenth century, we here
transcribe: "The Incarnate
Wisdom, which can neither
deceive nor be deceived,
ordered its apostles to preach
the Gospel and instruct every

people without distinction in
its light, because all are
capable of receiving that
light. But the inveterate
adversary of the human race,
always hostile to good works
and to whatever leads men to
salvation, wished to prevent
the preaching of the Gospel
to all, and therefore he invented a means unknown
before our days. Men filled

we shall never neglect
anything which may bring all
the sheep into the fold of the
Good Shepherd. Nor are the
Indians less worthy of our attention, being men like
ourselves; for we know not
only that they are capable,
after instruction, of receiving
the gift of faith, but that they
use praiseworthy endeavors
to advance in Christian piety.

perties; that no man has a
right to disturb them in the
possession of what they have
received from the beneficent
hand of God; and that
everything done to the contrary is condemned by both
the divine and the natural
law."° Following in the
steps of Pius II, Paul III, Urban VIII (April 22, 1639),
and Benedict XIV (December

"At the time when Gregory XVI occupied the pontifical throne, the
slave-trade, which in the olden time had been conducted by
Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Portuguese, to almost the same extent as
by Englishmen and Hollanders, was nearly exclusively in the hands
of adventurers, who were either British subjects or citizens of the
then orthodox Puritan regions around Cape Cod. When the Pontiff
issued, on Dec. 3, 1839, his Bull In Supremo Apostolatus Fastigio
against the nefarious traffic in human beings, he knew that his words
would be heeded by only a small portion of the comparatively small
contingent of Catholic traders in human liberty; but he performed
his duty in words even more energetic than those which, in 1888, the
now reigning Leo XIII used in a similar contingency."
with cupidity, and constantly Therefore, in order to render
intent on satisfying it, have to them the justice that is due
served as instruments for the to them, and in order to
malice of Satan which would remove what would be an
prevent, if possible, the obstacle to their conversion,
Church from receiving into we declare that the Indians,
her bosom all the peoples of like all other races of men,
the West and East who have even though they are not
been only recently made baptized, should enjoy their
known to her. According to natural liberty, together with
these masters of lies, the In- the ownership of their prodians should be regarded and
treated as beasts, and reduc- 30
Robertson, in his History of
ed to slavery, because they America, bk. VIII., says that in spite
do not possess the faith, or of this Bull of Paul III., the council
because they are incapable of of Lima of 1567 ordered that,
receiving it. Under this because of their incapacity, the
pretext, which experience has Eucharist should not be adproved to be an insensate ministered to the Indian converts;
calumny, the poor Indians and he adds that in his time,
are treated more harshly than although two centuries have passed
beasts of burden. ...Not be- since the Indians of Latin America
became Catholics, scarcely one can
ing able to forget that we are be found with intelligence sufficient
the Vicar of Jesus Christ, to warrant the priests in admitting
representing Him on earth in him to Communion. He admits that
the office confided to us some few of the Indians acquire an
through no merit of our own,

20, 1741), Gregory XVI insisted on that fact which the
Protestant Macaulay was
fain to admit, that the
Catholic Church had always
endeavored to abolish the institution of slavery. "This
solicitude of our predecessors," continued Gregory, "contributed not a little
to protect the Indians from
academic education, but he says that
they are esteemed by the Catholic
clergy as of no account, and are
never admitted to Holy Orders. That
Robertson, in this matter as in very
many others, erred egregiously, if
not also willfully, is evident to him
who reads the decree of the council
which was held in Lima in 1567,
ordering that whenever the Indians
showed that they understood the
meaning of Holy Communion, and
were otherwise fit, they should be
admitted to the altar like other
Christians.
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the cruelty of their conquerors and from the cupidity of Christian merchants.
Nevertheless, much is yet to
be done before the efforts of
the Holy See will be crowned
with entire success; for the
traffic in negroes, though
partially prohibited, is still
conducted by very many
Christians.
Wishing,
therefore, to banish this ignominy from every Christian
country, and following in the
footsteps of our predecessors, we warn all Christians, let them be of any condition whatsoever, that they
are commanded by us to no
longer molest Indians,
negroes, or any other race of
men, by despoiling them of
their goods, or by reducing
them to slavery; or by aiding
or encouraging those who
conduct that inhuman traffic
which proceeds on the principle that the blacks are not
men, but rather animals
created for servitude, and
which, therefore, contrary to
the dictates of justice and
humanity, buys and sells
those unfortunates, and condemns them to tasks which
are often insupportable. By
virtue of our Apostolic

authority, we order that no
ecclesiastic or layman
presume to defend the traffic
in negroes as licit under any
pretext whatsoever; and that
no ecclesiastic presume to
teach, in public or in private,
anything which may contradict the teaching of this,
our Apostolic Letter."
e shall find
occasion for
comment on
other features of

-p
A decree of the second Council
of Lima, held in 1583, shows that it
was the fault of many of the priests
that many of the Indians did not approach the altar; that these priests
were negligent, not that the Church
despised the Indians, or that the Indians were too ignorant: or, as
Robertson is careful to tell his ignorant readers in England, that the
faith of the Indians was unsubstantial and vacillating. This second
Council of Lima had for its president St. Toribio Mogrobeio, and his
participation was a sufficient
guarantee of the prudence and accuracy of the proceedings. As for
Robertson's assertions concerning
an irremediable deficiency of intellect on the part of the Mexican
and South American Indians, and
the weakness of their faith, we may
cite to the contrary a letter which
Garces, the third bishop of Tiascala
in Mexico, wrote to Pope Paul III in

1556, in which the prelate placed his
Indian diocesans on a higher
spiritual and intellectual plane than
that occupied by very many of the
whites of his flock. The letter is
given in full by Cantü, bk, XIV., ch.
6. At the time that Garces wrote,
nearly a century before the Pilgrim
Fathers landed in America, there
were more than a million Christian
Indians in Mexico alone, and in the
Seminary of the Holy Cross hundreds of them were studying Latin,
rhetoric, philosophy, and medicine.
As for the assertion that the Indians
were not admitted to the
priesthood, had Robertson known
anything about the policy of the
Catholic Church toward newlyconverted peoples, and had he been
disposed to tell the truth on matters
affecting that Church, he would
have abstained from this calumny. It
is true that the First Provincial
Council of Mexico, held in 1555,
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the pontificate of Gregory
XVI, in several of the following dissertations. The cited
works of Cardinal Wiseman
will furnish the reader with
much interesting information
regarding the rule of this
Pontiff as a temporal sovereign, and with many illustrations of his sanctity as a
man. We would merely
remark that Gregory XVI
never forgot that he had
been, and, in more senses
than one, was still a monk.

1
prohibited the ordination of Indians; but it expressly stated that the
reason for its action was the too inferior social condition of the
neophytes, an inferiority which
would possibly discredit the ecclesiastical state. And this prohibition was enforced for only thirty
years. In the Third Provincial Council of Mexico, held in 1585, it was
decreed that an aborigine should be
on a perfect equality with the whites
in all matters of the sanctuary. Of
course, Robertson, holding a brief
for the Anglo-Saxon, and perhaps
also for the "Scotch-Irish" race (he
was a Scotchman), and being unable
to deny that those sons of the
Establishment and of the Covenant
were sweeping the Indian peoples
from every territory into which they
carried the English flag, could not
abide the picture presented by Latin'
America. He saw contented populations, at least the equals of his coun-

Amid the splendors of the
pontifical throne he preserved for himself the simplicity
and austerity of the cloister.
Just as in the monasteries of
his youth and matured
manhood, his bed was a
harsh mattress of straw; and
his private table emitted no
groans under the monastic
fare which more than
satisfied him. He was kind to
his relations, and to every
one of his household; but he
never allowed natural affection to entice him beyond the
bounds of strict justice. He
was very shrewd, Christianly
simple though he was, to the
innermost depths of his soul.
Thus, although he could
half-forgivingly, half-criticizingly remark concerning
Bishop Mastai-Ferretti of
Imola, the future Pope Pius
IX, that "in the Mastai
house even the cat is a
liberal," he heartily agreed
with his friend, Father Venlura, as to the necessity of an
anti-Austrian policy—a
policy which Pius IX was to
actuate. Gregory XVI went
to his reward on June 1,
1846, in the eighty-second
year of his age, and the sixteenth of his reign. $
trymen in refinement, and indefinitely superior in morality. The
Spaniards and Portuguese had not
exterminated their Indian subjects,
but had converted them, civilized
them, and intermarried with them;
and seven-eights of the inhabitants
of Latin America were then, as now,
of either pure or mixed Indian
blood. Hence the desire of the
Presbyterian minister and royal
historiographer to represent the missionary work of the Catholic Church
in America as a failure; and to effect
that object he endeavored to prove
by the admissions of Catholic
prelates that the Christianity of the
great bulk of the Mexican and South
American population was a mere
veneering.

