The Inquisition (I)
Thomas W Flynn
Defending a much-maligned institution.

NOTE: Mr. Flynn is a member of St.
Pius V Chapel, Long Island, NY.
WHAT IS an Inquisition? It is defined
as a special ecclesiastical institution for
combating or suppressing heresy. It is
usually the bestowal on special judges
of judicial powers in matters of faith.
It is not for individual cases, but is a
universal and a permanent office.
The modem mentality, or the mentality of the enemies of the Church
throughout history, find the concept
of an inquisition difficult to grasp.
They do not understand religious belief
as something objective, as a gift of
God, and therefore outside the realm
of free private judgment. On the other
hand, they do not see in the Church a
society perfect and sovereign, based
substantially on a pure and authentic
Revelation, whose first and most important duty must be to retain unsullied
the original deposit of faith. Mostly
prior to the Revolution of the 16th
century, these truths seemed self-evident. Although this series will deal
primarily with the Spanish Inquisition,
an examination of the early Church's
dealings with heresy should be reviewed.
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The early Church fathers mainly
spoke out against the death penalty for
heretics, but the successors of the Emperor Constantine often saw themselves as so-called "Bishops of the Exterior," that is, masters of the temporal
and material conditions of the Church.
St. Augustine, at first strongly
against temporal punishment for
heresy, changed his view when confronted by the incredible excesses of
the Circumcellions, a particularly vile
group. St. Ambrose of Milan and St.
Damasus of Rome refused to grant a
hearing to Priscillian, a bishop, who
was preaching the heresy that the Persons of the Trinity were not co-equal.
He was executed by order of the emperor.
About the year 1000, the
Manichean heresy was spreading
through Western Europe. In France,
King Robert, "because he feared for
the safety of his kingdom and the salvation of souls," had a dozen clergy and
laymen convicted of the heresy burned
at Orleans. Often, as in Liege, Cologne, Bruys, London and Flanders
throughout the next two centuries,
those arrested for heresy were seized by
the people and put to death before the
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king or the Church could pass judgment
on them. So, the final judgment
against heretics did not originate in
Spain, nor as we shall study, was the
modus operandi used as cruel as we have
been led to believe.
Establishment of the Inquisition
At the beginning of the 13th century, the Inquisition as an institution
did not exist. The rapid spread of the
heresy of Catharism through Europe
deemed the political necessity of the
Inquisition. The hatred of the
Catharists for the Mass, the Sacraments, and the refusal to follow any
oath of government loyalty, aroused
both the hostility of the Church and
the State. It has been noted that more
people died through the Endura, the
Catharist suicide code, than through
all the years of the Inquisition. In
France, King Louis VIII decreed that
persons excommunicated by the
Church should "meet punishment" by
the government. The Duke of
Toulouse declared the enemies of God
to be the enemies of the kingdom. Emperor Frederick 11 issued a rescript
against heretics. Other rulers either followed or supported him. In response,
Pope Gregory IX decided to establish
a distinct and specifically ecclesiastical
court. This was probably the historical
birth of the Inquisition.
The Form of the Inquisition
The Pope appointed special but permanent judges who executed their doctrinal functions in the name of the
Pope. Wherever they sat, there was
the Inquisition.
It seems providential that just at this
period of history, two new religious orders appeared, the Dominicans and the
Franciscans. Their superior theological
training and unusual personal holiness
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seemed perfectly fitted to perform the
needed tasks of inquiry. Unmoved by
worldly motives or selfish reasons of
wealth or power, they appeared perfectly molded to do their duty for the
good of the Church only. It is thus that
many of the clergy we shall speak of
came from these orders, especially the
Dominicans.
Usually a thirty day term of grace
was pronounced by the Inquisitor to a
district, groups, or persons, or sometimes a city. Anyone coming forward
during this time and proclaiming his
guilt was confessed and forgiven. The
actual trial of those not professing usually then began. Again, if any accused
confessed, the trial was concluded and
gentle punishment rendered. Otherwise, four methods were used to extract
the truth:
I. Fear of punishment by death.
2. Confinement.
3. Visits by former tried men who
attempted to persuade the accused to
confess.
4. Torture, a common practice in
state prosecutions, could only be used
once. Confessions obtained under torture, and later denied, were thrown
out.
There had to be at least two witnesses.
Excommunicated persons, or known
perjurers, or debtors of the accused,
were not accepted. Anyone caught
falsely accusing another was punished
by life imprisonment, or death. All evidence had to be reviewed by the local
bishop and parish priest. Boni Viri, a
number of upright and experienced
men, had to be consulted and agree to
the decision. A group of between 30
to 50 men made up the Boni Viri and
judged on the evidence alone. They
were not given the name of the accused. They helped decide the innocence, or guilt, and the punishment of
such persons.

The accused was not jailed during
the time of the inquiry, but severely
warned he must be available. He must
swear an oath to appear. (A person not
willing to swear to appear was normally
a Catharist.) Bondsmen undertook to
deliver the accused "dead or alive," so
this probably helped keep many from
fleeing.
Imprisonment was looked upon,
when declared in a verdict, as an opportunity for repentance. Torture was
never used; it was considered a means
of extracting truth, and not a punishment for crime. Some places of imprisonment were living hells, and members
of religious orders, when confined for
life, were never allowed even to speak
to another. Their cells were called In
Pace—the tomb of a man buried alive.
The ultimate decision was pronounced, with solemn ceremonial, at
an auto-da-Fe (act of faith). One or
two days prior to this, the accused had
all charges repeated to him. The "degrees of mercy" (types and degrees of
punishment), were read the next day.
Then, the accused was turned over to
the civil authorities. We should recall
that all criminal punishment at this
point in time was swift and sure.
Enemies of the Church point to the
Inquisition as a child of Catholicism,
but we must remember that Luther,
Calvin, Knox, and Zwingli, preached
severe punishment and death for heretics. Protestant theory may state that
individual interpretation is ideal, but
in Switzerland, the Netherlands, and
Germany, heretics (spelled Catholics)
were slaughtered by the thousands.
The penal laws against Catholics in
England and Ireland existed into our
own time. So, the church and the state
did seem to have the right to set up an
Inquisition. But what of the infamous
Spanish Inquisition? Let us examine
that in some detail.

The Jews in Spain
In Medieval Spain the Jews had
come nearer to building a New
Jerusalem than at any time since the
death of Our Lord. With the aid of
their secret allies, the Mohammedans,
they might have destroyed Christian
civilization, had it not been for Isabella
of Spain's introduction of the Inquisition.
The Jews first appeared in Spain
around 42 AD, most likely banished
from Rome by the Emperor Claudius.
At first accepted by the Visigoth rulers,
they were persecuted when it was discovered that they were ploting to bring
Arab armies from Africa to overthrow
the Gothic kingdom. They nevertheless prospered, and by the 8th century
were numerous in all the major cities.
They succeeded in bringing a victorious Saracen army from Africa in 709.
Everywhere Spanish Jews opened the
gates of cities to the invaders, and the
Moslems rewarded them by turning
over the government of Granada,
Seville, and Cordoba to their Jewish
allies. The fact that the rulers of Spain
at the time were apostate Catholics did
not help, either.
Under the new Moslem state, the
Jews really came into prominence.
They became the teachers, money lenders, politicians, and land owners. In
Granada they were numerous. It was
called the "City of the Jews." (Sometimes their exploits infuriated their
Moslem lords. In 1066, the Governor
of Granada had 4,000 Jews slain.)
When the gradual reconquest of the
peninsula by Christian forces started,
it had little effect upon them in the
beginning. When St. Fernando took
Seville in 1224, he gave the Jews four
mosques to convert to synagogues.
By the end of the 13th Century, the
Continued on page 17
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The Inquisition
continued from page 13
Jews had erected a state within a state
in Spain. Out of Spain's population of
25 million almost 5 million were Jews.
They were so powerful that the laws
against blasphemy could not be enforced against them. The Cathari used
to circumcize themselves so they might
teach as Jews the heresy for which they
would be punished as Christians. Since
usury was forbidden by the Church,
they came to control capital and commerce. Through this, many high government positions passed into their
hands. Pedro The Cruel, in the middle
of the 14th century, gave complete
control to his Jewish debtors. He was
denounced by the Pope and aided by
the Moors. His defeat in 1368 was a
setback for the full Jewish control of
the functions of government. During
the next century the Jews became
strongly entrenched in Spain, and although many were good citizens, and
many were converted to the true faith,
a good many continued to exist as a
nation within a nation, not subjects of
Spain, but aloof from all but their own
laws and ever ready to betray the
Church or the nation for their own
ends.
The Rise of Isabella
In the early 1470's, Isabella became
Queen of a much divided and im-

poverished Spain. The partitioned nation was made almost impossible to rule
because of the opposition of many petty
lords, constant pressure from the
Mohammedans, and the plots and
counter plots of the conversos (Jews
who pretended to be Catholic, but
were actually the enemies of the
Church and the Queen.)
War with powerful lords in her own
country; war with Portugal; war with
the Turks to prevent the fall of Italy—
the Catholic Queen was indeed pressed
on all sides. Therefore, she determined
in 1480 that the only means left to
unite Spain and defeat her powerful
enemies was to root out all heretics
and cleanse the Church and the nation. She used a Papal Bull she had
possessed for two years and declared an
Inquisition.
The unusual aspect of this Inquisition was that the Pope had granted the
Queen and her King Fernando the right
to name the Inquisitors—something
never before granted to a sovereign.
So, the Spanish Inquisition was set in
motion. An Inquisition that was intended as stated: "Not only to punish
the judaizers who sought to draw simple-minded Christians from the true
faith, but also to protect faithful Christians among the Conversos from unjust
suspicion and persecution." Highsounding virtues, but nevertheless the
start of a more civil than ecclesiastical
inquisition.
•
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The Inquisition (II)
Thomas W. Flynn
Its methods and personnel were eminently fair.

(Editor's Note: This month we present
the conclusion to this two-part series on
the Inquisition. Last month considered the
institution of the Inquisition in general;
this month will focus on the personnel and
operations of the Spanish Inquisition,
perhaps the most misunderstood and misrepresented body in history. Thomas
Flynn is a member of St. Pius V Chapel
on Long Island.)
THE FIRST TWO inquisitors appointed for Spain were Fray Juan de
San Martin and Fray Miguel de
Marillo, and they were sent to Seville
to begin their search. The rich conversos were determined to resist Queen
Isabella and formed a plot to to murder
the two priests. Among the conspirators was the major-domo of the
cathedral — one of the richest men in
Seville and a secret Converso. The
plan, however, was revealed. Many
plotters confessed and were given light
penance, but six were condemned and
burned at the stake. These were the
first reported executions. 700 others in
Seville confessed and were reconciled
to the Church, but thousands fled to
Italy and Portugal.
In the summer of 1481, a term of
grace was declared where any heretic
who came forward was absolved if he
confessed and named all apostates he
knew of. In one instance, 1500 penitents were received and the Inquisitors
were astonished at the number of secret
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Jews they had reported. Names spread
to Toledo, Cordoba, and Burgas in the
north. In Cordoba, the treasurer of the
cathedral was executed when he had
an examiner who had heard that he
was a secret Jew murdered. In Toledo
the conversos organized a plot to riot,
slay the Inquisitors, and seize the city.
They were betrayed and arrested.
About 5000 heretics, conversos, and
traitors were imprisoned during
Isabella's reign. 15,000 accepted penance and were reconciled; between
700 at the minimum and 2000 at the
maximum were executed, most by
burning. The sons of judaizers were barred from public office and from inheriting the goods of the guilty. All their
goods were seized, and the King and
Queen commanded "that they be used
for the war against the Moors, and in
other things, for the exaltation of the
Catholic Faith."
Spain's "Golden Age"
Four thousand families fled the
country, and the enemies of the
Church and Spain would have us believe that this caused the downfall of
the Spanish empire.
However, the century that followed
the establishment of the Holy Office
in Spain was Spain's most brilliant
epoch. Her greatest literature
flourished, her fine universities were
established, and her golden age of science and medicine followed.

The Inquisition completed the reform of the Church in Spain, but it
also imprisoned St. Ignatius, almost
prevented the autobiography of St.
Teresa of Avila, and aided the suppression of the Jesuits. Therefore, it was
an instrument of much good and some
ill. Certainly it was not the great horror
the enemies of the Church would have
us believe by their distortion.
Characters of the Inquisition
Fray Tomas de Torquemada was
born in Valladolid in 1420, the son of
a distinguished father. His uncle John
was a great theologian and defender of
the rights of the Pope, who rose to the
rank of Cardinal. A great Thomist, he
was considered one of the most learned
prelates of his time. Although the
nephew was to refuse any high Church
office, he was also a learned and holy
priest. Young Tomas must have been
influenced by his uncle's work,"Summa
against the Enemies of the Church,"
(1450), in which we read the following:
"In these times, some pestilent men,
puffed up with ambition, have arisen,
and with diabolical craft and deceit
have striven to disseminate false doctrines regarding the spiritual as well as
the temporal power... they have assaulted the whole Church, inflicting
grievous wounds upon her, and proceeding to rend her unity, tarnish the
splendor of her glory, destroy the order
established by God... they have so
poisoned the whole body of the Church
that hardly any part of her seems to be
free from stains and wounds."
Tomas was 35 years old when he
became a Dominican Prior at the convent at Segovia. He probably would
have been content to remain there always, but when he was about 54 years
old, he began to attract the attention
of the outside world. A strict discip-

linarian, he was nevertheless loved by
all his subordinates. He fasted regularly, never ate meat, and slept on a
bare board all through his life. This
simple-living yet intelligent monk was
brought to the attention of Queen
Isabella by her secretary and was recommended as the Queen's confessor.
He declined at first, but, at the Queen's
constant urging, he later accepted.
Many later enemies of the Church
have portrayed Torquemada as "the
power-mad monk," yet he refused on
different occasions to be made the
archbishop of Toledo, and later, archbishop of Seville. If ambitious, he
could easily have become a cardinal,
but he always remained a simple priest.
Some historians have suggested that
Torquemada may have been the one
to urge the Inquisition to Isabella and
Ferdinand, but Cardinal Pedro Gonzoles de Mendoza must be given the
title of "Father of the Inquisition." It
was he who set up the first Castilian
Inquisition by asking Pope Sixtus IV
to name four delegates to work in conjunction with the bishops to stamp out
the heresy of the conversos. Fray Torquemada later assisted the Cardinal in
petitioning the Pope on behalf of the
King and Queen for the necessary authority to proceed with the Inquisition.
This, of course, was granted.
The Bull granting the authority to
proceed was not used for two years, as
the Cardinal attempted to convince
the conversos to adhere to the Faith by
issuing a new Catechism.
The terrible slaughter of the entire
population of 22,000 in the city of Otranto in Naples in 1480 by the Turks,
including the cruel torture of all priests
and nuns, plus the failure of Cardinal
Mendoza's catechizing helped the King
and Queen to decide to proclaim the
Inquisition in September of that year.
continued on page 31
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The Inquisition
continued from page 15

The first tribunal consisted of the Cardinal, Fray Torquemada, and two
Dominicans (Fathers de Marillo and
San Martin). The two priests' first work
was in Seville, where numerous plots
and sub-plots of the rich conversos took
place. In a period of two months 1700
apostates confessed and were absolved.
A side note is of interest at this time.
Pope Sixtus IV and the Queen were in
constant turmoil over the method of
the Inquisition. Many Jews fleeing to

Rome spoke of great cruelties. The
Pope wrote harshly to Isabella and at
first refused to allow the spread of the
Inquisition to Aragon. At the same
time, the bishop of Cuenca died. The
Pope wished to appoint his nephew, a
not-well-qualified priest. The Queen
refused, since she had promised the vacancy to the chaplain Alonso of Burgos. After much correspondence, the
Pope gave in. Alonso was of Jewish
descent and his family remained practicing Jews. The "anti-Jewish" Queen
judged by Catholic standards, not by
those of men.

In 1483 the Queen and the Pope
agreed that the appointment of Fray
Torquemada should quell any criticism
of excesses. He was therefore appointed. Did he, as Inquisitor general,
show more cruelty than other men
doing their duty to God? Let us
examine his immediate reform.
He put into practice an elaborate
system of jurisprudence that was far in
advance of any in Europe, e.g., no
enemies of accused could testify as witnesses; no witnesses of poor character
could testify; those awaiting trial were
not imprisoned in dungeons. He improved the prisons and prison food.
Some prisoners in civil jails pretended
heresy so they could be lodged in the
cells of the Holy Office. Judgment was
made by Dominicans only. A Suprema
was set up to hear appeals. All members
were rotated to prevent corruption. No
gifts could be accepted by a member of
the Inquisition; all goods seized of accused persons had to be notarized; the
practice of no inheritance going to the
family of the convicted heretic was forbidden. No anonymous complaints
were accepted; false accusations were
severely punished; heresy was excused
if the accused had been deceived by a
priest or a parent; two priests had to
be present in the room with the accused
whn he was charged. All statements
made by the accused were given to him
after four days — he could correct
them; he could have counsel for which
the Holy Office would pay if he were
poor. These reforms, and not cruelties,
often caused the long trial noted by
historical enemies of the Church.
Torture was used under Torquemada, but he did much to limit and
mitigate its use. It could never be used
to punish — only to obtain truth in
obvious cases. The bishop and Supreme Council mad to approve its use.
A physical examination was given to

the person about to be tortured. During
torture, a doctor had to be present,
and he could order its halt.
In Aragon, two very able men were
appointed as Inquisitors, Fray Gaspar
Juglar and Fray Pedro Arbues. As in
Seville, the conversos plotted to murder
the priests and stop the proceedings.
Fray Juglar was poisoned and several
attempts were made to kill Fray Arbues.
One midnight, as Fray Arbues knelt
before the Blessed Sacrament, several
of the local gentry attacked him, stabbing him repeatedly. He lingered for
24 hours, glorying that God was taking
him, and asking forgiveness of his murderers. On the following Saturday, as
his body was placed in the sepulchre
of the altar where he had been killed,
the dried blood he had spilled bubbled
up and liquefied. The miracle was witnessed by 2000 persons. In 1867 he
was canonized St. Peter Arbues. The
Saint's death put an end to most opposition against Fray Torquemada, and he
proceeded almost at will.
The best available figure is that during this time 100,000 were brought to
trial under Torquemada, of whom 2000
were put to death, including murderers, rapists, robbers, etc.
A famous Jewish historian has decribed Torquemada as "a priest whose
heart was closed to every human sentiment of mercy, whose lips breathed
only death and destruction and who
united the savagery of the hyena with
the venom of the snake."
It is more true to call him a gentle
scholar who left the cloister to perform
a disagreeable task, a spirit tempered
with mercy, a great lawgiver, and a
strong defender of God's kingdom on
earth. When his body was exhumed
many years after his death, the "odor
of sanctity" came from his coffin and
tomb. The Hammer of Heretics, the

Light of Spain, the Savior of his country, the Honor of his order. These are
the more correct titles he bore and deserved.
Cardinal Ximines
When Isabella was looking for a new
confessor, she sought the advice of the
great Cardinal Mendoza. The recommendation he made seemed a strange
one.
Fray Francesco Ximines de Cisneros
was a simple Franciscan of gaunt and
haunting physical appearance. Then
56 years old, he seemed very out of
place at court in his patched robes.
Educated in law at Rome, the future
Inquisitor had planned an easy and profitable life in a wealthy parish in Toledo. However, God's plans for Fray
Ximines were different. The priest had
a benefice from the Pope for the parish,
but the Archbishop of Toledo had
promised the place to a friend. The
bishop demanded that the priest surrender his claim. He refused, and was
arrested and jailed. He spent six years
in prison and would not relent. When
he was released, he found his studies
in jail had taught him what was really
important. He became a simple Franciscan friar.
He rarely ate, he slept on the floor
always, and constantly administered to
the poor. To his dismay, he soon had
a reputation as a great confessor and
consoler of sinners.
When asked to become the Queen's
confessor, he refused her, and only
after much talk of holy obedience did
he agree, but he continued to live at
the monastery, not at court.
When Cardinal Mendoza died, the
Queen recommended that the Pope appoint Fray Ximines to be Archbishop
of Toledo. When the Queen presented
the papal document to "Our Beloved
Son, Fray Francesco Ximines de Cis-

neros, Archbishop of Toledo," the
good priest refused it and left the
palace. The Queen sent armed guards
and forced him to return. The Pope
had to send him a decree ordering him
to accept. As bishop, he attempted not
to change his simple life. He gave all
monies to the poor, wore his old rags,
and ate the simplest food. The Queen
again appealed to the Pope, who ordered him to dress more like a bishop.
He wore the robe, but still slept on
a board he kept under his bed in the
Archbishop's splendid room. One Sunday after High Mass, a young Franciscan chided the Archbishop for wearing
the rich robes of his high office.
Ximines invited the young friar into
the sacristy. He took off the rich outer
garments, displaying his worn and
patched Franciscan robes underneath.
Removing this old rag, the Archbishop
displayed the ever-present hairshirt
next to his skin. Quickly redressing,
he walked away without saying a word.
After Isabella died in 1504, he was
the actual ruler of Spain (the only child
of Isabella and Fernando was half mad).
In 1507 he was made Cardinal and Inquisitor General.
Since the death of Torquemada, the
Inquisition had suffered. The strict
code of conduct was ignored. Vice and
corruption within the Inquisition were
not uncommon. Many used the Holy
Office for self-aggrandizement and revenge on enemies. Ximines had already
had much practice in cleaning up corruption. In 1494 he had been appointed by the Pope to reform the
clergy in Spain. He visited each monastery, cut off all illegal monies they were
receiving, compelled priests and friars
to give up soft garments and return to
their poor robes, cloistered nuns
wherever he could, and insisted on
complete obedience to priestly and
monastic vows. He fought a great battle

within his own order, and forced a return to the abandoned rules of St. Francis.
It is probable that his reforms and
cleansing later prevented the Protestant Revolution from taking hold in
Spain. One vile group of heretics he
exposed and crushed was known as the
Alumbro.dos (or Illuminates). They
were a link between the Manichees and
the later French and Russian Revolutions. The sect had begun to gain force
in Aragon when the Cardinal had its
leader arrested and his followers dispersed.
His political and military activities
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in the struggle against the Church's and
Spain's enemies are too lengthy to report here.
When nearing death at age 80, he
received a letter from the Pope ordering
him to put aside his poor robes and his
hair shirt and to sleep in a bed and not
on a board. He was also ordered not
to continue his fasting. "I who am
dying," he said, "am ordered to put
away my habit." He died that October.
Subsequent attempts at his canonization have failed. We can assume that
since his name is anathema to the
ecumenists, his true glory will be hid•
den to but a few.

